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PATHOLOGICAL RESEARCHES, 
ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE 


DISEASES 


WHICH ARE MORE PARTICULARLY 
INCIDENTAL TO 


COMMERCIAL LIFE. 


By Joun Avexanper, M.D., §c. &. 
Manchester. 


In the following pages are submitted for 
consideration the result ef observations con- 
tinued now for some years upon several 
forms of disease incident to that large por- 
tion of the British community which is in- 
cluded under the general term, commercial 
men. The subject, with reference to its na- 
tional relations, is one of very great im- 
portance; and, as a branch of pathological 
research, will, it is apprehended, be found 
not of an uninteresting nature. 

Some years ago Drs. Darwall and Knight 
sank their respective shafts into the mine of 
inquiry respecting many of the diseases of 
the operative; and, the late gifted Mr. 
Thackrah instituted a few investigations 
connected with our more immediate subject. 
Still, ample room remains for further re- 
search, as the numerous individual disorders 
affecting the merchant, the tradesman, and 
the clerk, to which the writer’s attention 
has specially been directed, have, in a great 
measure, been hitherto overlooked. 

It is occasionally objected, to the con- 
sideration of maladies inciJent to particular 
classes, that disorders being essentially the 
same in the peer and the peasant, the mer- 
chant and the artisan, why study them in 
reference to distinct bodies of the com 
munity? The answer is two-fold :—Diseases 
being peculiarly modified by mental ease or 
anxiety, kinds of habitation, exercise, diet, 
employment, clothing, moral restrai:t, &c., 
are not (as assumed) ‘he same in different 
grades of society ; and, secondly, the treat- 
ment of morbid affections unattended with 
structural or irreparable disease, consisting 


a familiarity with those sources of abnormal 
action necessarily becomes indispensable. 
Correct diagnosis is the guide to successful 
practice, and to effect that, every collateral 
particular which can aid our information, is 
essentiallyr equired. ‘* The best mode,” re- 
marked the experienced though eccentric 
Mr. Abernethy, “of extending medical and 
surgical knowledge, is, in my opinion, to pay 
that strict attention to diseases which qualifies 
us to note even the slighter shades of differ- 
ence that distinguish them from each other.” 

But, to proceed. Cerebral, or head affec- 
tions are, in a commercial community, ex- 
tremely frequent. They are so from the 
following causes : undue mental occupation, 
anxiety, want of proper exercise, stooping, 
and confinement within doors,—not, at pre- 
sent, to specify the other numberless sources 
of disturbance arising from sympathy with 
the morbid affections of other and distant 
parts. The following cases, coliected within 
the last few years, will, perhaps, best illus- 
trate the mode or manner in which these 
disorders arise, and the respective symptoms 
they present, together with the means the 
writer has generally employed to combat 
them; each example being especially se- 
lected from the case-book, to indicate one 
distinct though common example of the 
aggression of disease. 


Case 1.—A clerk, employed in the Man- 
chester trade, #t. 33, applied to me, in 
March 1830, under the following circum- 
stances. Whilst feeling no particular pain, 
or sensible of any disease lurking about him, 
his spirits were unaccountably low, weight 
diminishing, nights restless, mind absent, 
and his relish for food becoming quite in- 
different. He further stated himself to be 
a single man, temperate, and of a long-lived 
family. 

His tongue was white-filmed but moist ; 
the stomach rather flatulent after meals, 
and the bowels disposed to be torpid ; his 
urine, he informed me, was scanty, but did 
not throw down any sediment on standing. 
An hemorrhoidal discharge had occasionally 
been perceived, but it was very trifling ag 
to extent. 





no little in theremoval of the eaciting causes, 
Ne. 666. 


A stomachie aperient, consisting of the in< 
fusions of Calumba and Senna with Tinctur 
Y¥ 
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of Rhubarb, and an Aloetic Blue-pill, were 
bed for him, the latter to be taken 


Sermented liquors 1 and a 
little of the best brandy, well diluted, for the 
noon beverage, recommended. 

I saw this patient twice within the suc- 
ceeding fortnight. On the second 
he described himself as somewhat better, 
and I then lost sight of him for nearly two 
months, when he again presented himself, 


diffused pain, 

Serred to the forehead, ss aeeyrdeuaie 
character. The same remedies were again 

ibed, and for some time persevered in, 
Bus hey failed in rleving him him. Afterwards 

leeches, fiying blisters, moderate cupping at 
the nape of the neck; bark, steel, &c. were 
successively bad recourse to. Still the 
hand-uneesiness, although, perhaps, kept in 
abe ; his nights be- 
his 


appearance 
much changed, and his weight greatly less- 


ened. 

After considerable reflection, I felt satis- 
fied that some exciting cause must be conti- 
nually operating, and, in a protracted con- 
versation, learnt that business detained him 
until near nine each evening, and that, ex- 
cepting on the Sabbath, he bad no intermis- 
sion from duty beyond the time barely ade- 
quate for taking bis meals, nor any out-door 

beyond that to and from his dwell- 
distant scarcely half a mile from the 
warehouse 

A suspension of his business, change of air 
by a an to the country, the use of bark, 
with an warm purgative, were 
Goaee cnaimanel to him; and, after 
an absence of six weeks, I had the pleasure 
ef seeing my attenuated, low-spirited, en- 
feebled patient, return to town perfectly re- 
covered. 


Remarks.—-The case just related, appears 
to the writer of interest, as illustrative of 
the frequently-observed fact, that slight 
functional disorders, affecting any of the 

t organs of the frame, become at 
length of a very obstinate, not to say se- 
rious character, if the sources of their origin 
be not at once removed, —as affording an ex- 
ample wherein the brain, in the first instance 
secondarily affected, became the chief seat of 
morbid action, proved by its not recover- 
ing its tone and healthy condition on the 
ebylopoietics being rectified ; = lastly, as 
seappetive of the propriety, in similar affec- 
fections, of having recourse to change of 

scene, and air, as the remedies 
most snitable to a body , and a 
mind out of tune. - a commercial commu- 
nity, this very common ; on the 


one hand, easily cued ean nero, 





and properly treated ; on the other, serious 
- its ae both to body and mind, 

by the patient, or misappre- 
bended by the practitioner. 


Case 2.—A manufacturer, xt. 53, resid- 
ing some miles from here, of low stature, 
corpulent body, and thick, short neck, was 


occasion | engaged on the 8th February, 1831, stoop- 


ing over some goods in his town establish- 
ment, when he suddenly fell to the ground, 
speechless, and labouring in his 

In a quarter of an hour afterwards, I ob- 
served as follows; countenance of a dull, 
re-| leaden, swollen character; external senses 
suspended; pulse 68, full, and labouring; 
pupil of the eye partially affected by light, 
and body tolerably warm. He was forth- 
with bled in the warehouse to two pints; 
and, upon his removal to a friend's house in 
the Crescent, Salford, had twenty ounces 
more taken by the cupper from behind the 
ears. 

In the evening the patient became con- 
siderably more sensible, and with an effort 
was able to answer the few questions put to 
him ; after replying, however, he was ob- 
served to relapse into the semi-stertorous 
condition of insensibility. Pulse 96, still 
full, but more yielding to pressure; pupil 
sluggish; bowels confined. Shaving of the 
head, to allow of cold applications; twenty 
Leeches to the temples ; Mustard Cataplasms 
to the calves of the legs, and some smart pur- 
gatives (consisting of calomel, colocynth, and 
the purging salts), were recommended, 

On the following morning Mr. A.’s con- 
dition was much changed for the better. 
The leeches had bled, and the purgatives 
operated freely. Countenance much light- 
ened; sight good, with contractile pupil; 
pulse 118, weak, and very easily compress- 
ed; skin and tongue moist. He was, more- 
over, complaining, very satisfactorily, of the 
cataplasms, which, having by an oversight 
been allowed to remain for two hours, had 
created great local irritation. Has made no 
urine since the seizure. A continuance of 
the purgatives, with Soda Water for beverage 
recommended, together with the Cold Lotion, 
as before, to the head. 

The day following, the patient was im- 
proved in all respects but one. He now 
complained of a defined fixed pain over the 
left temple, which had disturbed him a good 
deal during the night. Eight Leeches, Blis- 
ters behind the ears, and the Effervescing 
Mixture, with a small ity of Tartarized 
Antimony in it, were ——— for him. 

In the course of a few days all his symp- 
toms had disappeared, excepting the irrita- 
tion on the legs (which led to desquamation 
of the cuticle) and a degree of pain at the 
temple, which, however, had become ree 
mittent in character. For the latter, a light 





preparation of bark (the Quinine in Acidu- 
dulated Infusion of Roses) was advised and 
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persevered in for fortnight ; 
at the expiration of which he was pro- 
nounced convalescent. 


In the early treatment of this case I was 
eee T. Newton (a relation of 
the party, and now t surgeon at 
Astley), who devoted much time and atten- 
tion to it. 


Remarks.—The above case is a common, 


and in my opinion, on that very account, | 7. shin was hot 


valuable one, as a well-marked example 
of the mal-effect ( 


gn Ae haiti Roe Meo ey 


manner hurried and agitated. Tongue 
whitish, dry, and thirst incessant. Appetite 
he could scarcely be said, for some previous 
days, to have had any, having declined 
every thing but tea and other simple drinks. 
hot and parched ; pulse 104, of 


7 p a weak character; urine scanty and high- 
particularly in stout | coloured; bowels confined, Seidlitz powders, 


ing, so frequent in a commercial com- 
munity. Itis true, that in all cases where this 
injurious posture is common, there does not 


seeing him, been taken without effect. 
An enema isti 


consisting of Barley-water, 
Castor Oil, and Table Salt. Twenty Leeches 


result like mischief ; it is still more true that : 
in the greater number of instances exem- —_ ~via. age Eff ot Whee Aap > 


plifying the evils of the habit, the induced 


prescribed for him; and a darkened room, 


sym or disorder are less strongly |»; ‘ 
a with perfect quietude, was recommended. 


For the practice, however, as in- 
ductive of cerebral disease, this is no de- 
fence. 


The following day the enema was repeated 


: (the first having only partially operated) 
Because congestive apoplexy (of twelve more leeches were directed to the tem- 


which the case just adduced was an in- 
4 > ae s_ | ples, and the head was shaved, to allow the 
paar ast te Os meee of the Se use of a cold lotion applied over the whole of 


prudent result from the custom, justification 


for its continuance, or security against its oc- | ' 


it. The antimonial effervescing mixture, which 
had satisfactorily sickened him, was perse- 


eurrence, is not afforded. The very same - - —P - 
habit which to one man is innocuous, to| "Ted in; and his dejections evidencing 
biliary deficiency, five grains of blue pill, 


another may prove injurious, nay fatal. 
Mr. A. (the person whose case is related 
above) admitted that he had long before his 
graver seizure experienced, in a less degree, 


with an equal quantity of the extract of hyos- 
cyamus, was prescribed for bed 


time. 
After a third application of leeches, and 


under the continuance of the above reme- 


head uneasiness from the custom alluded to; dies, the patient jually but p avely 


nor is this matter of surprise, but other- 


improved, being at the expiration of a fort- 


EERE 


agers? Pees Esse & 
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— Mabetiy-cont en night calm and collected in his manner, 
: B regular in his bowels, and able to take a 
Moreover, various kinds of headache, the | little light food with a natural relish. Mild 
affections of sight, and dulness of hearing, | ajterative purgatives, however, were for 
in a commercial community, so much com- | some further time persevered in, and absti- 
plained of, are, in a great :nany instances, | nence from businesswas urgedas indispensa- 
clearly referable to this injurious practice. |}Je, By the occasional morning use of the 
Should they even have originated in other | shower-bath, keeping the bowels open, and 
causes, they are thence rendered much ag-|a more moderate attention to his commer- 
gravated, often incurable. The habit of| cia! pursuits, Mr. , from that period 
stooping is not confined to occasionally rais | yp to the present time, has enjoyed unin- 
ing heavy goods from the floor, but embraces | terrupted good health. 

a more continued universal form, viz., stoop- 7 : 
ing over the books, for many hours, alike| Remarks.—The continually operating, and 
prejudicial to head and chest. The latter | at times great anxiety attendant upon busi- 
evil might, in a very great measure, be re-| ess in extensive establishments, render 
remedied by the simple contrivance of|™ental excitement a very common occur- 
elevating the office desks; and as to the| rence in a commercial community. Unin- 
former, if it cannot in a great degree be | teresting in themselves, the details of such 
a business life, from their very sameness or 


dispensed with, the duty it entails might pro- J 
bably, without inconvenience, be left to | monotony, are peculiarly calculated to pro- 


those whose physical conformation can | duce this effect, when too sedulously at- 
bear it. 





tended to, and still more when accompanied 
by those risks and uncertainties to which 
Case 3.—In the month of October 1832, | most branches of trade are occasionally lia- 
I was desired to visit a merchant, xtat. 34,|/ble. Isit then matter of surprise that the 
residing near this town, affected in the fol- health of its followers should be subject to 
lowing way:—His mind (naturally lively | serious interruptions? Such would be were 
and ) having been unduly strained } it otherwise. 
The case just related appeared to me one 
of pure meningitis, or membranous inflam+ 
Y2 





sanguine 
with business of a very anxious and pro- 
tracted character, had become greatly ex- 
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Salthén, 0B tab Snniny Sesoenalte no Gesvep 
cen See was concerned, and 


as regarded his temperament. wit 
pe ny be aad, by Da use general 
attack acknowledgly of 


blood-letting 
such int die the above, the in- 
ey eae epee ageing reg tempan 


Ast. Although the inflammatory orgasm 
— the ay have been arrested 
y venesection, th > See could 
ae be effected by frequent hing ; 
cule ere by equ vascular 
excitement, by great nervous 
irritation, there are risks in S general 
blood-letting which, I am of opinion, mode- 
rate though frequently repeated topical ab- 
stractions are not liable to. In delirium 
tremens, he would confessedly be a rash 
and ignorant practitioner, who greatly trust- 
ed to his lancet, however satisfied that cere- 
bral inflammation had supervened upon that 
essentially nervous complaint. Sanguine- 
ous depletion carried far in such cases, not 
merely often increases the excitement it is 
employed to remove, but to me has ap- 
don more than one occasion to have 
ed to serous effusion, and in other instances 
to permanent derangement of the mind. 
Now great mental exertion or anzie/y will 
induce phenomena very similar to those which 
intemperance produces, and when we have 
the power, by the assistance of darkness, 
purgatives, cold applications, antimony, 
sedatives, and (in chronic forms) of mer- 
cary, to control the disordered action under 
consideration, wherefore limit our remedial 
influence to one means of cure, and that one 
subject to considerable uncertainty? Such, 
at least, has not been the writer's practice. 
It not unfrequently happens that inflam- 
matory affections of the brain (arising from 
undue application), which have been long 
insidiously coming on, and in a great mea- 
sure overlooked, all at once develop a very 
high degree of intensity. Such attacks of 
disease are always very formidable, occa- 
sionally fatal, as was evidenved by an inte- 
resting example, which came under my no- 
tice in 1834, of a young man et. 27, who 
had, rather unexpectedly, succeeded to the 
management of an extensive mercantile 
concern in this town. He had gradually 
declined in health, passed sleepless nights, 
and for some time exhibited an unusual 
irritability of temper and indifference to his 
food, but did not seek professional advice 
or remit his labours untii the 23rd of Janu- 
ary in that year, when I first saw him. Un- 
fortunately, not having recorded any par- 
ticular minutes in the case-book, I can only 
add that despite the most energetic mea- 
sures had recourse to by myself in the first 
instance, and afterwards by my distinguish- 
ed friend Dr. Holme, he sank delirious on 
the fourth day of attendance, viz. the 27tb, 


a victim to commercial zeal and over- 


wrought mental exertion. An inspection 
was not permitted. 


Case 4.—A cotton-spinner, wtat. 59, of 
large stature and florid complexion, residing 
in Derbyshire, applied to me in May 1834, 
under the following circumstances. He de- 
scribed himself as greatly troubied “with 
flow of blood to the head and singing in his 
ears,” for which he had been re 
bled, and taken much medicine, but without 
any permanent good effect. The most dis- 
tressing circumstances attendant upon the 
complaint, he further added, were an occa- 
sional dimness of vision that came upon 
him when engaged in the mill, and an in- 
ability, from the noise in his ears, to sleep at 
night. 

The conjunctiva presented a very bilious 
tinge; his tongue was whitish-filmed ; ap- 
petite tolerable; thirst considerable ; bowels 
kept open by pills; urine scanty and high- 
coloured. The pulse was full but soft. 

Upon further inquiry I learnt that he 
rose every morning at five, was indefatiga- 
ble in the mill during long hours, that he 
had indulged a good deal in the use of malt 
liquors, and that purgatives, as well as 
bleeding, had always for the time, but only 
for the time, relieved him. 

My advice to him was to abstain from all 
fermented drinks; to take little animal and 
very little liquid food; to have a seton in his 
neck, and to go through a slight alterative 
course of mercury. 

These measures were forthwith com- 
menced. The seton discharged freely, and 
was worn for five months; the mercury was 
carried to gentle ptyalism, and for some 
time kept up, and he became, I believe, 
more rigid as to his diet. At all events his 
complaints gradually abated, and when 
seen last, which was accidentally, a few 
months ago, he informed me that he had 
since experienced no return of his disorder. 

Remarks.—This case requires little com- 
mentary. Oneor two points of pathological 
interest, however, appear suggestive of re- 
mark. How commonly is observed the fact 
that continued external irritation, or (to 
use the common phrase) counter-irritation, 
succeeds in removing abnormal disturbances 
which have obstinately resisted more ener- 
getic but temporary remedies! The humoral 
pathology, suggestive of setons, issues, &c., 
when mentioned now-a-days, creates an 
almost universal smile; yet, absurd as it 
was ingenious in its general application to 
medical science, I am not one of those who 
consider its tenets as altogether visionary. 
In how many diseases do we act upon its 
principles, although scarcely conscious of the 
source of our experience! In many indi- 
viduals, for example, cutaneous irritation or 


ous, but beneficial; and 





eruption appears, if of long standing, not 
merely innocu 
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bolder than discreet is that practitioner 
who inconsiderately attempts to repel it. 
Again, whilst arthritic inflammation is un- 
doubtedly a distressing and sometimes a dan- 
gerous malady, in the majority of instan- 
ces the experience of the profession, and the 
consentaneous observation of mankind, will 
bear out, I think, the assertion that it is one 
of nature’s modes of throwing off her sur- 
feits, or relieving herself from irritation. 
Now, the humoral pathology, and that pa- 
thology alone, explains these acknowledgedly 
common phenomena, and justifies practices 
which modern medicine is hastily disposed 
to regard as obsolete and uncalled for. 

It will be observed that in the case last 
related the cure was apparently aided by 
an alterative course of mercury. The 
mineral, however, was given more with a 
view to rectify deranged hepatic function, 
which, from the existing symptoms and 
habits of the individual, it was evident had 
for some time existed, than from any ex- 
pectation of its directly influencing the 
cerebral affection. I make this remark 
more especially as in some chronic affec- 
tions of the head, presenting symptoms 
very like those of the case under considera- 
tion, I have not merely found mercury use- 
less but evidently prejudicial, as proved by 
the symptoms it has excited, and by the 
benefits which have followed its discon- 
tinuance. “In all things which our art 
contains,”’ well remarked Dr. Mead, “‘ there 
is nothing that does good but what may 
also do harm, and when any remedy is 
used indiscriminately, it must of necessity 
be very often used improperly.” 





ON 
ACUTE HYDROCEPHALUS 


WITH REMARKS ON THE MEMOIR OF 
DR. GREEN, 


To the Editor of Tat Lancer. 

Sir: By inserting the following observa- 
tions suggested by perusing an able essay on 
Acute Hydrocephalus, which appeared in 
your valuable journal of the 21st inst., you 
will greatly oblige, Sir, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

T. Hersert Barker, 

North-London Hospital, 

May 30th, 1836. 


Dr. Green states in his memoir on “ Tu- 
bercular Meningitis,’ at page 263, that 
“acute hydrocephalus is perhaps the most 
fatal disease which attacks infancy. Whytt, 
Watson, Fothergill, consider it as almost 
invariably mortal, but several modern phy- 
sicians form a more favourable diagnosis.” 





(prognosis?) “ Dr. Copland says” (Dict. 
Part 3, page 668), “If ised early, a 


large majority of cases will recover, and 
even in the most advanced iod, the pa~ 
tient should not be i of.” We re- 


gret to say (continues Dr. Green) that our 
experience on the subject is totally at 
variance with the opinion of this respectable 
practitioner.” Well may the experience of 
Dr. Green be at variance, if he con- 
sider Dr. Copland to have written that a 
large “majority ” of cases will recover. This 
assertion would have been so totally at 
variance with the experience of all writers 
upon the subject of hydrocephalus, that I 
concluded that there was someerror in the 
transcription of the referred to, but 
if the reader will refer to the following 
sentences, with the context in the “ Dic- 
tionary,” he will form a very different idea 
of Dr. Copland’s meaning than is conveyed 
by the too limited and imperfect quotation 
in Dr. Green's paper. 

oR osis.—This disease is not now so 
fatal,” says Dr. Copland, “as it was viewed 
by the first writers on it. If recognised 
early, a large proportion of cases will re- 
cover; even in the most advanced 
the patients should not be ired of. I 
have repeatedly seen recoveries take place, 
although strabismus, paralysis, con 
blindness, unconscious e i 
other unfavourable symptoms, had existed 
some time. Data furnished by the writings 
of Odier, Cheyne, Mills, Bricheteau, Goelis, 
and others, show that from a sixth toa third 
of the cases has recovered. But a perusal 
of the cases they have adduced has con- 
vinced me, that some of those which re- 
covered, as well as of those that died, be- 
longed to acute or sub-acute encephalitis, 
little or no effusion having taken place, 
several of them presenting, on dissection, 
this as the least important change : the fluid 
sometimes amounting only to two or three 
drachms, a quantity not nearly sufficient to 
warrant the designation given to the dis- 
ease.” 

I need scarcely state that the terms “ pro- 
portion” and “ majority” are very different 
in signification. Besides, the sentence which 
Dr. Green has selectéd to illustrate the 
views of Dr. Copland as to the fatality, in 
reference to the prognosis, of the disease, 
should not have been given without at least 
its more immediate context; for the two or 
three following sentences contain statements 
which would indicate even that the term 
“* proportion ” is, ps, not the most cor- 
rect that could have been selected. Dr. 
Copland states that the data furnished by 
the writings of re mere we 
named, show, that a sixth to a third of 
the cases has recovered, but from his pe- 
rusal of several of the cases, he is convinced 
that some of those which recovered, were 
cases of acute or sub-acute encephalitis. It 
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s estimate of the number of fatal| weeks; the most common duration of the 
cases is less than from a sixth to a third of | di according to my experience, is from 
the cases. two to four weeks.’ Whytt, Frank, Smyth, 

Dr. Green deduces the frequent fatality} Yeats, and otbers, think that it may be 
of the disease in France, from the fact that) much protracted be that period. Let 
im more than forty cases which he has seen, | us try if we cannot at something 
only a single recovery occurred; and he) little more precise,” &c. The following is 
refers also to eighty other cases which| the passage as it in the 
were observed by different individuals in and I leave the reader to judge if the ob- 
the Hopital des Enfans Malades, one only of servations of Dr. Copland have not been 
peg Ea ane -- in an given rather partially 
not accuracy of the diagnosis of the! «The duration of acute hydrocephalus is 
French physicians. ee are extremely various. When it has reached 
a few exceptions, is excellent, but it is/the second stage,® its duration is very un- 
far otherwise with their therapeia. The) certain ; for death may sopervene in a few 
proficiency of the French in pathology, | hours, or not until after two or three weeks. 
and the frequent inefficiency of their} tn young infants it frequently advances 
methodus medendi of diseases, are alike re-| most rapidly. Fothergill, Coindet, Sprengel, 
markable. None but the most energetic! Cheyne, Goelis, &c., consider that it com- 


treatment can afford the physician the plea-| monly runs its course within three weeks. 
sure of occasionally observing his little pa-| Whyet, Frank, C. Smyth, Yeats, and others, 
tient’s recovery from this malady. By means | pelieve that it may be protracted much be- 
of very active, well-timed treatment, de-| yond that period. The consecutive form 
on marked cases of recovery from may terminate in about a week, and the in- 
a weeks; but the first, or nervous variety, 
calling the cerebral symptoms that accom-/may continue for four, five, or even six 


pany contain @& . weeks, or longer, if the earliest symptoms 
hydroeephal ; be taken into account. In some instances, 
cures.” The mercurial and purgati especially in the first form, the disease may 
of treatment are not carried assume a nearly chronic character, or a 
—s state intermediate between the acute and 
chronic, or it may pass altogether into the 

fact I think may be attributed the greater , especially in young children ; a slight 
amongst the subjects mn of the sutures, enlargement of 

- X . ~| the head, sallowness, marasmus, , &e, 

tries. To verify my assertions with re taking place, a larger collection of fiuid 
to the inefficiency 1) being found in the ventricles than in the 
need simply more acute states, although less than in the 
rably reported . congenital and chronic. The most common 


duration of the disease, according to my ex- 
rience, is from two to four weeks. There 


8 great difficulty, as the first and 

P third forms icularly, in determining the 

In speakin ydrocephalus, period at which the malady giving rise to 
Elliotson . Ga-| the effusion begins. As to the effusion itself 
zette, vol. it may commence coetaneously with the 
children *|second stage, or not until a subsequent 
times afterwards, chiefly ¢ I am much inclined to doubt the possi- 
dren from two t age. bility of attaining a great degree of preci- 
Dr. Green ( ’P- | sion in observing cases of this disease. The 


, : “ premonitory ” ptoms, as they are 
ease, deprived of a portion which in the| termed, are so enibothbal? various in their 
dictionary nature and duration in different cases, that 





clusion at which Dr. C. has arri iz-/ 1 cannot conceive that the attempt at ne- 
pa a eyo duration of the dis-| merical precision can be, in this — 

from / successful. There is a great inclination 
give the extract, aud & remark or two of amongst the lower orders of society to date 
ae pri the commenceinent of diseases at too recent 
cuties baste seadhdange dovecenptoten et ceasamenes iad 
p 664) ls catremely varios SS ET: 
Sprengel, jnmsens of the coucl at which the author tas 
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very applicable to most other diseases, and, 
indeed, to other circumstances connected 
with hydrocephalus, as is shown by the re- 
searches of Dr. Green in the latter part of 
. I will just refer to an interesting 
case of this disease reported in the preced- 
ing number of Tus Lancer. Death is said 
to have taken place in that case on the 14th 
day. The patient was admitted into the 
hospital on the 26¢4 of January. The child 
ly within the previous ten 

which he complained 
constantly of his head, his usual gayety, 
started from time to time in his sleep, 
uttering piercing cries, coughed, had irre- 
gular accesses of fever, and fell away gra- 
dually. New symptoms are stated 
have manifested themselves on the 15th; 
and here follows the distressing train of 
symptoms of a tolerably well-marked case 
of acute hydrocephalus. The commence- 
ment of the disease in this case would pro- 
bably have pees teenie te! Dred 
a week or more previously. The of de- 
marcation between the premonitory symp- 
toms and those constituting the actual active 
disease in many cases, does not appear to 
me to exist in nature with sufficient distinct- 


I have attentively watched, I am constrained 
to infer that the conclusion of Dr. Copland, 
that the duration of this disease is from two 





to four weeks, is the nearest approach to 
truth. 
In writing of the nervous form of the dis- 
Dr. Copland that it “is 
preceded by, or rather commences 
toms, which 
e before the 





of the most frequent form of the disease, 
which comprises the nervous and gastrie of 
Brachet ; and which may either originate in 
the encephalon, or in the digestive organs. 
But it is seldom that the early history of the 
case is so precise as to enable the 

to draw a correct inference as to its com- 
mencement. In some instances I have ob- 
served slight symptoms of cerebral dis- 
ease, for some weeks, or even months, after’ 


by treatme 

Dr. Elliotson remarks (Lectures) that the 
premonitory symptoms may last only an 
hour or two, and that in some, they may 
last a few weeks. He describes two stages 
of symptoms, the first of which may last 
only a few heurs, “or they may last aday 
or two; or may be extended to seven 
days, but I believe that they very seldom go 
beyond that.” He further observes that 
“sometimes you will see the two stagos 
marked very distinctly, but they certainly 
run into each other; you see one running 
gradually into the other, so that both may 
exist together in a limited degree ; and this 
may last three weeks, but it rarely, I believe, 
extends much longer. The first stage does 


to| not subside entirely, bat there is a great di- 


minution of it; and the second stage comes 
on, but it is not fully formed. The first 
stage, without the second, rarely extends be~ 


third stage of some writers, a stage in which 
there are again symptoms of excitement ; 
but which he believes does not occur very 
frequently. ' 


.| that the inefficiency of the treatment of this 


disease will equally affect its duration and 
its mortality. The more efficient the prae- 
tice adopted, the more likely will the ex- 
istence of the disease, previous to a fatal 
termination, be prolonged. The following 
remarks from Dr. Elliotson’s lecture are ex- 
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328. R. BARKER ON “ ACUTE HYDROCEPHALUS.” 


he minutely describes, and states to exist 
much more frequently in cases of acute hy- 
pein gs in ee than has been sup- 
Indeed, their existence seems to 

ve been demonstrated only by Giraud, 
Abercrombie, - Dance, vious to the 
M. Gerhard’s paper in 1834. 

From L Pada. of the occurrence of 
tubercles, since observed by 

Gerhard Rufz, and at the Hopital des 
Bnfans Malades it would really appear that 
they constitute a very prominent feature of 
the post-mortem appearances in this dis- 
ease. Future observations will demonstrate 
if their existence be as frequent in England. 

Dr. Copland, in describing the appear- 
ances on dissection (Dict, p. 664, § 239), 
or sad ng “The choroid p exus is ¥ 
sometimes granulated, The pituitary g 
is occasionally infiltrated, or otherwise 
slightly abterel A slight watery infiltra- 
tion of the substance of the brain has also 
been noticed. Tubercular formations have 
been found in various situations within the 
cranium. Several other slight les esions of 
the encephalon have been but 
they a> Ue he tienen uittemh. ond naw be 
vigwel as merely contingent changes. The 
liver is often inflamed, somewhat enlarged, 
and extensively adherent to the adjoining 
surfaces. Dr. Cheyne has remarked small 
white tubercles on the surface of this or- 
gan, and I have seen them in this and other 
parts of it, as well as whl cage The 
mesenteric glands are uen 
and contain caseous d rad The sto- 
mach and intestines are sometimes inflamed, 
the latter constricted, and even intussus- 
cepted. The mucous follicles of the diges- 
tive canal are often enlarged.” 

Dr. Green complains that the coincidence 
of scrofula and hydrocephalus has not been 
attem to be decided by a reference to 
path: anatomy. The connection of 
scrofula nad hydrocephalus, and the fre- 
quent dependence of the latter upon the 
former, have pp well known, but the exact 

of cases of = oan pee pre- 
senting tubercular has not been 


remarkable ing causes,—sometimes 
several children being carried off in a family 
where it exists. Cheyne, Sprengel, and 
others, consider that hydrocephalus and 
scrofula are convertible into each other. 
That the former sometimes follows the 
disappearance of other scrofulous affections, 
admits not of doubt; but it rarely happens 
that the latter is influential in the removal 
of the former ; indeed effusion on the brain 
much more frequently proceeds simultane- 
ously with tubercular and other strumous 
diseases in other parts of the body.” In 
writing of the ene 
ease, the same author (p. 664, § 235) re- 
marks, “ It may follow the 
of some scrofulous affection, in which case 
it generally presents the characters of the 
| first variety.” There can be little doubt 
that the scrofulous diathesis exists in a great 
majority of the cases of acute hydrocepha- 
lus; yet there are several predisposing 
causes, independent of scrofula, most, if 
not all, of which Dr. land has mention- 
ed, and the influence of which Dr. Green, 
from his observations, would appear too 
greatly to limit. “ Hereditary disposition,” 
says Copland, “ has also been viewed as a 
cause by Quin, Odier, Formey, P. Frank, 
Portenschlag, Baader, Goelis, &c.; some, 
however, with Cheyne, imputing such dis- 
— to the scrofulous diathesis. But I 
ave repeatedly remarked the hereditary 
tendency, without its dependence on scro- 


enlarged, | fula. 


In conclusion, allow me to apologize for 
thus intruding on the notice of your readers; 
I should have preferred to enter more — 
into this interesting subject, because there 
appears to be a growing disposition on the 

of the contributors to the medical 

of the present day, to exalt French 

at the expense of British writers, and to be 

led away by the frequently exaggerated or 

one-sided views of our neighbours, instead 

of attending to the more matured doctrines 
of their own countrymen. 

T. H. Barker. 





determined with the precision which it ad-| — 


mits, and here the profession will certainly 
be indebted to Dr. Green and others pos- 
sessing the advantage of access to numerous 
cases of the disease. In the latter part of 
the last extract from the “ Dictionary,” the 
scrofulous appearances of the abdominal vis- 
cera will be readily inferred; and Golis states 
that, with oy aap be widay he found only in 
the lungs of 

had formerly suffered from diseases of the 
lungs, indurations, or c oaenas 
rations.*' Amongst the causes of the dis- 


sm  Cophead is mentioned 
tee —* A scrofulous diathesis” 
(Diet, p. 254) “Wcheooee oftheeet 





© See the treatise of Goelis. 


or in those who | val; 





However much the praises of the ‘igno- 
rant may have prevented scientific men in 
this country from justly ee. 
creosote, they have created a great d 
for it, and thus made it a most lucrative 
article both to the manufacturer and the 

ist. The extensive sale of a drug is, 
however, no argument in favour of its real 
ue; for were any one to ascribe to creo- 
sote the wonderful properties which Morison 
says reside in his of “curing blushing 
and hurries, and of causing young ladies to 
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AMPUTATION OF HANDS OF CRIMINALS. 329 


with considerable force, turned aside, and 
ON THE any remaining attachments are at once se- 
parated by the knife. Thus concludes the 
HEALING OF STUMPS operation and the executioner’s duty. The 
prisoner is then liberated, and left to his 
ON OCCASIONS IN WHICH fate. The precise time occupied in remov- 
ing the hand I am unable to say, though, 
SURGERY WAS NOT EMPLOYED. from constant practice, the operators have 
By M. J. Bramuey, Esq., Surgeon, acquired a notoriety for much dexterity in 
Caleutta. the performance of their barbarous office. 
My first patient supplied me with the 
=— following particulars of the after treatment; 
Tue following remarks arise out of the| which will serve as a general record of 
opportunity afforded me, when at Nipaul,|that usually practised. The moment the 
of treating various individuals who bad un-| hand was detached, the sufferer firmly 
dergone the barbarous and severe mutila-| grasped the skin just above the bleeding 
tions so extensively practised in the crimi- | stump, with the opposite member. By this 
nal procedures of that country. means he contrived to maintain a sufficient 
On the 3rd of September, 1831, the day of | degree of pressure for nearly two hours, 
the jail delivery, among the numerous pun-|so as to prevent any considerable loss of 
ishments which his Honour the Dhurma-| blood. About this time, two of his relations 
dhikar, or “ owner of justice,” had, in the| came to his assistance, and immediately 
of his to be in-| removed him to a shed. When there, his 
serted in the criminal list, were eleven men | assistants twisted some fine linen into a 
sentenced tothe loss of a hand. The crimes | cord-like shape, which they bound with 
for which so severe a punishment was | considerable tightness, commencing at the 
awarded were chiefly petty thefts, except | bend of the elbow, carrying it forwards as 
in the instance of one prisoner, who was | far as the edge of the stump, and securing it 
convicted of coining; strange as it may | at that point, so as to prevent its becoming 
seem, this very individual had formerly suf- rad After this the stump itself was 
fered the loss of his right hand for a similar | covered with a piece of dry linen, and the 
offence. arm enfolded in a bandage of the rudest 
On the day of execution, with a view of|kind. For four days from this time the parts 
giving all the assistance in my power to the | were not interfered with, and though the 
unfortunate men, I commissioned a trusty|man said that the blood continued to ooze 
servant to collect information respecting | out for the greater part of the first three 
and, if possible, to trace them out, | days, it is clear that the loss was inconsider- 
after they had received their punishment; able, as it does not appear at any time to 
and to inform those he might meet, that I | have occasioned syncope. On the third day 
would give them remedial aid if they would | some nostrum, in the form of ointment, was 
apply for it. The peculiar prejudices, how- | given to him by a woman (a practising phy- 
ever, of the Nipalese towards Europeans, | sician of those parts), but as he experienced 
render them at all times unwilling to seek | no particular pain or uneasiness at that time, 
advice from the residency surgeon, and it | the original dressings were left untouched 
was not until the 21st of October, or forty- till the following day. When these were 
eighth day after the infliction, that my aid removed all disposition to hemorrhage had 
was solicited. On this day one of the suf- | ceased, and I conclude that the suppurative 
ferers presented himself for treatment, and | process had commenced, as the patient said 
a few days afterwards, I was visited by five | that a yellow discharge was exuding from 
others for the same purpose. From these the surface of the stump. The ointment 
individuals I collected the following particu- | was then applied over it, some leaves which 
lars. ‘are commonly used by the natives to pro- 
The prisoner, on being brought up in| mote suppuration were placed on the part, 
turn to receive his punishment, is placed /and the bandages were altogether discon- 
on the ground, where he is secured by two|tinued. From this period no unfavourable 
persons, while a third firmly grasps the |symptom appears to have occurred, and 
upper part of the fore-arm, having previ- | when the patient applied to me on the forty- 
ously retracted the skin as much as pos-jeighth day the stump was covered with 
sible from the wrist upwards. The opera- | some kind of earth and had a dirty appear- 
tor (a man of the lowest caste, a sort of|ance. The application of a common cata- 
Jack Ketch of these regions) then proceeds | plasm, however, soon cleansed the surface, 
with a 4 knife well sharpened, to cut| when a healthy granulating sore was pre- 
through the integuments surrounding the | sented to view, oe See in the 
wrist joint, at the same time carrying the | poultice, with occ > & stim 
incision sufficiently deep, to divide as much | application, the parts gradually aes pe 
of the ligamentous structure beneath as he| It may be asked how it pened 
is able. The hand ‘is then roughly, and/the bandage was removed on > ae 











338 +#=INFLUENCE OF THE REPRODUCTIVE FUNCTIONS ON CALOMEL. 


Of the remaining individuals who under- 
went a similar punishment, one died on the 


third day and nine recovered. Six of the | glish 


cases I subsequently treated, and in all of 
them the stumps healed at about the tenth 
week, without a single circumstance arising 
im any one to render the cure protracted. 
It should be mentioned, that until I (by the 
kind indulgence of the resident) gave these 


toge 

two miles from the residency, depending 
solely on alms for their support, miserably 
clad, and subject to every bitter evil which 
ae Seema eran a give rise to. 

will scarcely be credited that at about the 
time that my patients might have been pro- 
nounced cured, a circumstance occurred to 


A year seldom passes without this punish- 
ment being inflicted, and I was informed 
that death rarely follows. 

Ina surgical point of view, the foregoing 
remarks are instructive, inasmuch as we 


curring, and with no better provision of 
art than the simple means adopted in these 
T had been informed that a common 
method of arresting hemorrhage after am- 
putation was to plunge the stump into boil- 
ing oil; but in these instances, at least, no- 

of the kind was resorted to. In the 


six cases which fell under my immediate 
there was no dribbling of blood ob- 


with the curative process. en 


?| worthy of notice, that when su 


fairly established, the swelling sd hko teen inter 
ments is 80 trivial as not to require the 

tients to loosen or remove the cordlike ~ ong 
dage. In five cases this bandage was not 
interfered with until from the 12th to the 
15th day. 

The fact that the bleeding orifices of the 
largest arteries of the extremities can be 
successfully checked by means of pressure 
alone, is already known to some surgeons 
on the continent, though I am not aware 
that it has been taken advantage of by En- 
practitiorers. Dr. Koch, Senior Sur- 
geon of the Hospital at Munich, has, for the 
last twenty years, never employed ligatures 
to arrest the bleeding from divided vessels 


after amputation. An assistant compresses 


the main trunk with his hand during the 
operation, and until the dressings have been 


applied. Then, instead of this pressure, a 
graduated compress is fastened a 


by an assistant, who exercises a slight pres- 


sure with his hand on the stump as long as 
strong pulsations are felt in the part. This 
plan Dr. Koch has always found successful.* 


I do not know that this method has ever 


been adopted by English surgeons. If not, 
it is matter of regret, since the subject - 
full of importance, and has the 

being backed by 


the extensive 
(twenty years) of one of the most celebrated 
of Europe. So far as I am capa- 


surgeons 
ble of judging, the results of these Nipaul 
cases go far to strengthen the belief that 


importance in the 


after treatment, the ligatures attached to 
the vessels would not be in the way to excite 
that irritation which their presence not un- 
frequently occasions, to the prejudice of the 
healing process.—India Jour. Med. Science. 





CONNECTION BETWEEN THE GENERATIVE 


ORGANS AND THE 
ACTION OF CALOMEL. 


In the May and October numbers of the 


India Journal of Medical Science, we find 
the following correspondence :— 
To the Editor. 
Sir: No. te 


irntgat tance Fae oem 


* Fite 5pucst. No, 247, vol. 2ad, 1827 and 1826. 
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Who is not aware 
that in this country many a fond wife has 
had her wishes crowned in due time after a 
salivation ? I knew one lady who never bore 
a child but at the nse of her mouth, and 
this mot once, but times, when death 
stopped any further trials. By the way, 
while on the subject of female economy, is 


impunity, nay, with benefit, aye, even to the | tian, 
increase of population ? 


puberty are placed in situations nature in- 
tended they should bein? Before conclud- 
ing, will you put forth the following? Cal- 
cutta, I imagine, can only solve it. 


B. 

Query ; will the children of D. and C. live 
to maturity, and if they do, and marry a grade 
as equally removed from European and na- 
i will they live, or in other 
words, will not the Indo-British breed be ex- 
tinct in the third or fourth generations, pro- 
vided no nearer approach to Indian or Euro- 
pean blood ismade? 1 remain, Sirs, yours, 


very sincerely, 
Grorce G. Spitspury. 
Camp, near Nursinghpoor, March 15. 
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ian, to follow the next morning. 
taken four of the pills (16 grains); but 
out any perceptible effect, when he called 
me to give him some stronger ici 
I recommended a continuance of mild 
means, anda little patience, taking my leave 
of him for that time. On my next visit L 
found my friend (for such he was) spitting 
copiously, his breath slightly mercurial, and 
his gums fowched; he was in good spirits, 
and a smile played on his countenance. I 
asked him if he had been taking calomel, 
or how it was that his mouth was so sore, 
and how so suddenly ; he very frankly said, 
“The truth is, that | am as.much astonished 
as you are, but nocte femina advenit, and 
hence my salivation. The interview was 
instantly followed by a copious spitting and 
a swelling of the gums, as you now see 
them.” 

This fact is new to me, and it is valuable ; 
any thing that can save a man from one 
grain more than enough of mercury, is an 
invaluable boon to his constitution, and 
where it can be properly taken advantage 
of, itought. Yours, 


i 


A CAMPBELL. 
Nipaul, May 7, 1834. 





TRANSPOSITION OF THE ABDOMI- 
NAL VISCERA. 


—_—— 


Ow the post-mortem examination of a 
patient who died in the General Hospital at 
Calcutta, of cholera, the following complete 
transposition of the abdominal viscera was 

; the contents of the chest ob- 
served their natural disposition. The de- 
scription is drawn up by Mr. Raleigh, sur- 
geon of the Instit 

The large lobe of the liver occupied the 
left hypochondrium, the smaller lobe crossed 
the scrobiculus cordis, towards the right 
ee EE Syren which was 

with bile, had fundus directed to- 
wards the left side; the 
through the diaphragm 
seaplane wage oan stomach, the car- 
extremity of which took up the 
bh and and 
of the 








its curvature with the convexity to the left, 
and crossed the second and third dorsal ver- 
tebre to the right aide; the small intestines 
then commencing, took their direction from 
right to left, and entered the caput coli in 
the left ilium ; the ascending colon passed up 
the left side of the belly, the descending 
down the right side, to form the sigmoid 
flexure in the right iliac fossa. 

The disposition of the bloodvessels was 
also reversed. The inferior vena cava was 
placed at least half an inch to the left of the 
aorta ; the left renal artery was the longer of 
the two, and passed behind the vena cava; 
whilst the right emulgent vein crossed be- 
fore the aorta, and the right common iliac 
vein passed behind the left common iliac 


Although a complete transposition of the 
eontents of the abdomen existed, with the 
exception of the wide separation of the 
great bloodvessels, the eeveral viscera 
maintained their position with relation to| 
each other, as when distributed in a natural | 
manner.-— Indian Jour. of Med. Science. 





ARTERIOTOMY. 


Arrterioromy has long been regarded as 
an operation of great therapeutic value in 
wounds of the head, with compression, or 
even concussion of the brain, in apoplexy, 
in convulsions proceeding from cerebral 
congestion, in ophthalmia, in otalgia, in ery- 
sipelas of the face and scalp, in inflamma- 
tions of the brain. Also in mania, epilepsy, 
&e., but it has fallen into disuse, from the 
difficulty of extracting a suitable quantity 
of blood from the temporal artery, and the 
painful delay which often attends it, even in 
the hands of the most dexterous surgeons. 
Those who accredit the difference which 
exists between arterial and venal blood, par- 
ticularly with respect to the gases, will be 
glad to peruse the subjoined statement 
from the Archives Generales de Medecine for 
February last, respecting a suitable method 
of performing arteriotomy. 

.M. Mageisret in that work recommends, 
in pe. the temporal artery, that we 
should penetrate, by puncture, the tweifth 
of an inch below the artery, as far as the 

eurosis, with a small and slightly curved 

. The point of the bistoury is to 

be held as a lancet (in the second position), 
and then carried under the vessel, obliquely 
forward, and from below upwards, cutting 
the artery and integuments inwardly and 
outwardly. M. Magistel prefers operating 
the left temple, for in operating on the 
tt temple the left hand must be used. 





The flowing of the arterial blood will be fa- 
voured by the action of mastication, if the 
patient can perform it. M. Magistel, in 





ARTERIOTOMY.~AQUEOUS INFUSIONS. 


after a sufficient 
quantity of blood is taken, recommends the 


order to secure the artery 


a ion of a ‘small square compress, 
about one third of an inch in thickness, 
which should be secured by several turns of 
a bandage. If this be properly done the 
blood will readily be stopped, and the artery 
will soon cicatrize. 

For this communication M. Magistel re- 
ceived the thanks of the Royal Academy of 
Medicine, and the memoir was transmitted 
tothe publishing committee of the Academy. 





MEDICO-BOTANICAL SOCIETY. 
May 25, 1836. 





Turs association, which was originated (ob- 
serves the gentleman who has reported the 
proceedings for us on the present occasion) 
by that unfortunate man known about town 
for some years as “ Professor Frost,” has 
been ually recovering from the shock 
its credit had received by the exposure of 
the “humbug” employed in its formation. 
The sarcasm launched against it by Mr. 
Babbage, in his work or “The Decline of 
Science in England,” was not undeserved. 
“ Since,” said this author, “its creation has 
done the greatest possible injury to the sci- 
entific reputation of the country, the best 
atonement left in its power is, a speedy act 
of suicide.” Actual suicide, however, was 
unnecessary, and for the last four years, the 
Medico- Botanical Society, though it inclu- 
ded in its roll more crowns and coronets 
than any other scientific body in Euro 


| yet only could be said to, “like a wounded 


snake, draw its slow length along.” The 
exertions of Dr. Sigmond, Dr. Hancock, 
Mr. Burnett, and Lord Stanhope, have been 
chiefly instrumental in recovering it from its 
inanition. 

Aavugous Inrustons.—After the formal 
business of the evening was concluded, Dr. 
Sicmonp read a short paper from Mr. Au- 
sor of Chelsea, on “an improved mode of 
making and preserving aqueous infusions.” 
The author had, like many others, been led 
to observe that a stratum of fluid of a darker 
colour than the rest, surrounded the mace- 
rated substance, and formed a barrier be- 
tween it and the lighter coloured, and con- 
sequently less-impregnated fluid. The result 
of this state of things is, that the infusion 
is of unequal strength, and a considerable 
loss of the soluble matter is incurred. To 
obviate this evil, Mr. Alsop has constructed 
an infusion-jar with a moveable perforated 
floor, upon which the ingredient proposed 
to be infused is placed. A sufficient quan- 
tity of water is poured into the vessel to 
make the fluid cover the com- 
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pletely. By this means each portion of fluid, 
as soon as saturated with the solvent matter, 
descends through the foramina to the bot- 
tom, and a successive supply of fresh fluid 
is thus furnished until the whele be satu- 
rated. Mr. further recommends that 
the infusion be made at a temperature 
equal to that of the ordinary sand-bath. 
In order to preserve the infusion more 
perfectly than is at present effected, Mr. A. 
the fluid while hot, intoa vessel which 
exactly fills; and he excludes all air by 
employing a stopper, which displaces its 
bulk of liquid and hermetically closes the 
bottle. By this means the two causes 
which — decomposition and the vege- 
table deposition called “mouldiness,” viz., 
the contact of the atmosphere with its sur- 
face, and the presence of air in the body of 
the liquid, are entirely excluded. By the 
adoption of these measures Mr. A. has been 
enabled to preserve infusions for nine months, 
inclusive of the summer. A longspout, com- 
municating with the botiom of the vessel, 
affords means for pouring off the infusion. 
Castor-o1, Seeps.—Another short pa- 
per was read by Dr. Sicmonp, it was from 
the pen of Colonel Don Juan Ga.inpo, 
member of the “ Sociedad Filosofica” of 
Guatemala. The subject was an interesting 
description of the medicinal plants indige- 
nous to Guatemala, but our limits will not 
permit ar analysis. The average tempera- 
ture of that province, which, like a great 
part of South America, is table land, high 
above the level of the sea, is about 60° 
Fahrenheit. It is particularly fertile in the 
“Ricinus Communis.” After the reading 
of the paper, Dr. Sigmond observed that he 
had preserved the seeds from a branch ot 
this plant, which had been presented to the 
Socicty last autumn, but he found the quan- 
tity too small to produce any portion of 
castor-oil by expression. Whenthe capsules 
were exposed to the sun he observed, that 
they opened with a cracking sound, and the 
seeds were propelled to some distance. 
This property he considered to be a provi- 
sion of nature, to prevent the young plant 
from growing too near its parent, which, 
monopolising the nutriment of the soil, 
would prevent the full development of its 
Offspring. The influence of the sun's light 
in this instance, he thought analogous to the 
phenomenon lately described Professor 
Jamieson as taking place in Scotland during 
the eclipse: namely, the flowers assuming 
the state colloquially called their “ sleep.” 
A medical gentleman long resident in the 
West Indies, said he was well acquainted 
with the “Castor-oil plant” in those lati- 
tudes. It was so plentiful as to be em- 
ployed as a “fence” for the coffee planta- 
tions. Ata certain period of the develop- 
ment of the seed, its ion in the way 


had always reason to dread the presence of 
rattlesnakes and other serpents. 


OIL OF TURPENTINE IN IRITIS. 

An essay on this subject was now read by 
Mr. Foote. This was the crack paper of the 
evening. The author prefaced his observa- 
tions by a review of the recent History of 
Ophthalmic Surgery, which was now in 
gress of emancipation from the hands of 
empirics.* There were, he said, in this me- 
tropolis, fwo institutions conducted by re- 
gularly educated surgeons, at each of which 
between two and three hundred patients 
might daily be seen, presenting every variety 
of disease to which the eye is subject, and 
affording an excellent field of investigation ; 
and similar institutions were springing up 
all over the kingdom. 

Amongst the improvements in this branch 
of medical science, an amended classifica- 
tion of oculistic diseases, and an extended 
and better defined therapeia, bear a promi- 
nent part. Mr. Foote alluded to the substi- 
tution in many cases of the stimulant plan 
of treatment for the antiphlogistic, the effects 
of which had been most happy, and which he 
considered to be decidedly gaining ground in 
the good opinion of the profession. It had 
been tried and not found wanting in all 
parts of the civilized world, and in Germany 
particularly, Baron Graefe, of Berlin, the 
first oculist of the present day, was so much 
pleased with the efficiency of the method, 
that, alluding to .ue nilrate of silver oint- 
ment employed by Mr. Guthrie, and by him 
named “the black ointinent,” he styles it 
the “ unguentum magicum.” 

The black ointment is not unknown to us; 
it is formed of finely levigated nitrate of sil- 
ver, mixed with lard in the proportion of 
ten grains of the former to a drachm of the 
latter, and during triteration a few drops of 
Goulard’s solution are added. We regret 
we cannot concur in the eulogy of the Prus- 
sian Baron. In our opinion, except in ex- 
treme chronic and indolent cases, it possesses 
no advantage whatever over the aqueous 
solutions of the lunar caustic; and besides 
is so acutely and pertinaciously painful, that 
in barbarous courts of justice, or, rather, 
courts of ¢rial, it would constitute a new re- 
finement of cruelty, and form a powerfal 
lever in the machinery of the “ question.” 
This fact will at once point out to the expe- 
rienced practitioner its perfect ineligibility 
in any case where the patient has a grain of 
sensibility. We would, therefore, move, as 
an amendment on the motion of the worthy 
Baron, that the eye-salve be intituled the 
“ unguentum necr ticum sine diaboli 4 
Mr. Foote ascribes the parentage of the 
stimulant system to Mr. Guthrie. In this 
assertion he is mistaken, and we know him 
to be so candid that he will thank us for 











described always took place, and the sounds 
produced often startled the stranger, who 
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the correction. ‘The application of escha-|almond emulsion, double the quantity of 
rotics to the eye in purulent ophthalmia,| confection directed by the Pharmacopeeia 
and some other affections, was first put|Londinensis should be employed; the re- 
in practice by Mr. Melin, an army sur-|siduum may be removed by straining. The 
‘geon at Malta, in 1811; and was after-| following is my general formula. Take of 
wards more extensively carried on by | oil of turpentine one ounce, the yolk of an 
Dr. O'Halloran at Gibraltar—both periods| egg, rub together, and add gradually of 
long antecedent to the time at which the| almond emalsion as above directed to be 
stimulant plan was adopted by Mr. wee made four ounces, of sirup of orange-peel 
The following short quotation from Dr.| two ounces, of compound spirit of lavender 
O’Halloran’s book, published by Burgess | half an ounce, and of oil of cinnamon four 
and Hill, edition 1824, will convince Mr.|drops. Mix, and let the patient take two 
Foote that this method was as well under- | tablespoonfuls three times a day.’ 
stood then as now. “A solution of lunar} “ In a few cases it has been necessary to 
caustic of ten grains to an ounce of water is | increase the quantity of turpentine oil to an 
an excellent remedy in purulent ophthal-| ounce and a half or two ounces in this mix: 
mia. It may be used at all periods, and| ture, so that a drachm and a half, or two 
next to the blue stone claims preference | drachms of it, may be taken at a time ; but 
over all others. Its action, when resorted | generally, when administered to the extent 
to at an early period, tends to change and prescribed in this formula, it has very sel- 
lessen the discharge, and to remove the | dom failed, though extensively tried, and in 
pain and irritability, without causing any | very urgent cases.” 
of those unpleasant symptoms which have | “The strangury,” proceeds Mr. Foote, 
been attributed to its use.” “so frequently induced by the turpentine, 
We proceed to epitomize Mr. Fuote’s| may be obviated by the usual means, such 
essay. “ To return to the subject proper to as linseed-tea and camphor-julep; when 
this paper, | may observe that Mr. Car-|very urgent, the medicine may be sus+ 
michael of Dublin, in 182%, published ‘ Ob-| pended for a time. 
servations on the Efficacy of the Ol. Tere-| ‘* The tendency to acidity in the stomach, 
binthine in Venereal and other deep-seated | which it sometimes causes, is relieved by 
Inflammations of the Eye,’ being the first | the addition of carbonate of soda to the 
who applied this remedy to the eye in such | mixture; ten or fifteen grains to the eight 
diseases. Cases of iritis, consequent on| ounces will be enough. Some patients have 
protracted secondary syphilis, are frequent | said that the taste was further disguised by 
where the debility of the constitution ren- | this addition. 
ders caution in the administration of reme-| “ When the local inflammation is high, 
dies very necessary. Jn such cases a course | and acute pain exists in the eye, cupping or 
of mercury would be productive of mischief. | leeching may, as is often done during the use 
The progress of iritis is so rapid, that to|of mercury, be resorted to; generally how- 
prevent the adhesive process and preserve| ever I have trusted, even when the symp- 
vision, ptyalism should be produced so|toms were very urgent, to the turpentine 
rapidly, that the remedial action of the} alone, and speedy relief has been the result. 
mercury should be evident in forty-eight/In some instances, where the pain in the 
hours. This course of practice has proved,| head and eye was severe to the greatest 
and always will prove, injurious to a shat-| degree, patients have declared to me they 
tered frame. In such instances, and where} were relieved after one or two doses, and 
the existence of an idiosyncrasy prevents; that the subsequent exacerbations of pain 
the use of mercury, the employment of the| were lessened. In such cases I have often 
essential oil of turpentine is eligible. Ifthe / followed up the abstraction of blood, by in 
disease be neglected, lymph is poured out, | creasing the dose of the spiritus terebin- 
and becomes organized, adhesions take place, | thine. 
irregularity of the pupil ensues, thickening} “ Mr. Carmichael was induced to try this 
and opacity of the lens and its membrane | remedy in iritis, by the considerable ana- 
follow, or else a closed pupil, with more or| logy which subsists between this disease and 
less complete loss of vision. peritonitis, in which the good effects of tur- 
The only alternative, therefore, in some | pentine are notorious. The points of ana- 
cases for the loss of life, or the loss of sight, | logy alluded to are the facts of both being 
is a recourse to the ol. terebinthine; not that | serous membranes, and adhesions being the 
it is invariably successful, or unattended | result of inflammation in each. Mr. C. ima- 
with objections, but that its efficacy in a] gines the turpentine to act, by exciting the 
large number of cases justifies our recur-|absorbents. I am not disposed to acquiesce 
rence to it. in this theory, but would rather ascribe it 
“Mr. Carmichael says, ‘I use the turpen- | to the principle of counteraction. Turpen- 
tine in this complaint in drachm doses given | tine proves beneficial in iritis, in my opi- 
three times a day; its disagreeable flavour | nion, by irritating the alimentary canal and 
and nauseating effects are obviated by al-| urinary apparatus, the most successful cases 




















mond emulsion. In the formation of the] having been those in which severe stran- 
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ny of gury and tenesmus were produced. In| brow, extending down the left side of the 
a - one case of chronic disease, no impres-| face, and destroying her sleep at night. The 
os sion was produced on the inflammation, | conjunctiva and sclerotica much inflamed, 
, The and no irritation could be produced on/but leaving a distinct white line round the 
“Take of either of the mucous surfaces usually|cornea. The iris is much darker than na- 
olk of an ; though the presence of the re-| tural; the pupil of the same size as the 
dually of medy in the fluids of the body was mani-|other, but angular and fixed. The cornea 
-d rad be fested by the violet odour of the urine. This | remains clear; the lids are swollen. Three 
- ge-peel I think a striking proof of the causal liaison | days back, cupping and wine of colchicum 
vente between the two effects.” were resorted to, to relieve the pain, but 
non four We now proceed to relate, in a very ab-| Without benefit. She complains of weak- 
take two breviated form, the cases read by Mr. Foote. | ness, nausea, and general anorexia. Pulse 
quick aud small; bowels confined. Ordered 
‘sary to Case 1.—James Brown, zxtat. 24, admitted | a strong dose of compound jalap powder to 
oil to en to the Westminster Eye Hospital, June 20th, | be taken immediately ; the turpentine mix- 
his mix: 1830. He was a patient two months before, | ture in the usual quantity three times a day, 
or twe with iritis of right eye, which was removed anda Dover 8 powder at bed time. | 
ne: but by the terebinthinous oil. He had gonor- | July 1. The apparent inflammation undi- 
" entent rhea at the same time, but the urethral | minished, but the pain was less severe dur- 
ery sek discharge ceased soon after the eye became | ing the night. Bi 
and ia inflamed, and has not since appeared. His! 3. Yesterday the medicine produced nau- 
left eye is now attacked with the same | sea and strangury, consequently she did nat 
Foote complaint. He says it has been inflamed | take it regularly, and the pain was very se- 
sation: for the last three days, with pain and dim-| vere at night. Bowels confined. The ape- 
- cnt ness of sight. The iris is discoloured; pu-|tient to be renewed, and the turpentine 
‘when pil irregular and dilated, and a bright zone | continued regularly. Copious mucilaginous 
co sus of pink vessels exists round the cornea. | diluents to be taken. 
The other tissues are unaffected. He has| 6. The inflammation much diminished. 
— severe pain round the orbit, and impatience | She has little or no pain at night. 
ved by of light. Turpentine mixture ordered. | 8. Very little redness remaining; pupil 
to the 23. Pain relieved; but the dimness of rather small, but regular. Patient quite 
. eight sight and other symptoms continue. Pro- | free from pain, and her sight much im- 
s have ceeds with the turpentine. proved. A belladonna plaster to be applied 
sed by 24. Pain of the orbit increased. Conjunc- | to the left temple. 
tiva and sclerotica more inflamed, and pupil} 10. Perfectly well. 
high more irregular ; slight strangury. To con- 
ing er tinue the turpentine, and to drink linseed! Case 3.—Thomas Calvers, wtat. 23, ad- 
hou tea. To lose twelve ounces of blood from mitted June 6, 1831, suffering from severe 
how. the left temple. inflammation of the iris of the left eye. In 
symp- 26. No material change ; not relieved by October last he had a chancre, and was sa- 
entine the loss of blood. Totakea drachm of the |livated ; it was cured in about a fortnight. 
esult. oil four times a day. A week before the chancre healed, a dis- 
n the July 3. Has taken his medicine and the| charge from the urethra came on, attended 
eatest diluents regularly, and has experienced no | with scalding. The discharge continued for 
) they strangury. The pupil is regular, and acts some time after the scalding ceased. A 
and freely; he suffers no pain, his sight is per- | fortnight after the cure of the gonorrhea, 
, pain fectly restored, and only a slight tinge of|the throat became inflamed and ulcerated: 
often redness remains on the sclerotica. In aday | this was in February last, and it has conti- 
y ins or two after this period, he was discharged | nued painful ever since. , 
sbin- completely cured. A month ago the eye became inflamed, 
and got gradually worse; leeches were ap- 
’ this Case 2.—Jane Spital, xtat. 36, admitted | plied and gave relief. The iris and conjunc- 
ana- May 18, 1830, with syphilitic iritis of the |tiva are now inflamed, and the pupil con- 
>and right eye, accompanied with sore throat, tracted. The throat is ulcerated. To have 
tur. and eruptions in the skin. She was ordered | a drachm of the oil of turpentine three times 
ana- to take three times a day, a pill composed of | a day. . 
eing three grains of calomel and a quarter of a} 10. He felt better last night; he is free 
- the grain of opium. She did not attend again | from pain, and even itching of the eye to- 
inane till the 29th of June following, when she|day, The throat is better; the urinary or- 
- the said, that having swallowed four of the pills, | gans slightly affected. To go on with the 
esce she was salivated, and confined to her bed | turpentine. ' 
ve it for some days in consequence. Her eye and| 13. On the 11th there was an increase of 
ote throat gradually got well during the period | pain in the eye, but it abated in the evening. 
opi- of the mercurial action. She has now re-|On the 12th the pains were more severe. 
and turned with a similar attack of the left iris,| To-day be complains of an aching in the 
ses which has gradually got worse during the| eye; the iris is somewhat irregular. A few 
an last week. She has acute pain over the|spots are making their appearance on the 
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back; the throat is painful. He has pain in 
the loins, and micturition is painful. Ten 
ounces of blood to be taken from the tem- 
ple, and belladonna to be dropped into the 
eye. The turpentine to be persisted in. The 
application of the belladonna partially di- 
lated the pupil, and rendered its irregularity 
more evident. 

15. Has scatcely any pain in the eye. He 
suffers acutely whilst at stool, and with 
scalding on passing his urine. 

17. The initis has disappeared ; the bowels 
‘are violently purged by the terebinthinate ; 
no pain, but slight vertigo. To omit the 
diuretic, and to drink freely of linseed tea. 
To take an ounce of salts in the morning. 

18. A relapse; to recur to the turpen- 

e. 

“>. The right eye still inflamed ; no scald- 
in 

be. Headache; to omit the turpentine ; 
to lose ¢en ounces of blood by cupping from 
the temples, and to take a saline medicine, 
‘with tartrate of antimony and potass. Ina 
day or two after this date, the eye was per- 
fectly cured, and the constitutional disturb- 
ance was removed in a short period after. 


Case 4.—William Chalfont, wtat. 18, ad- 
mitted July 21, 1829, with syphilitic iritis of 
the left eye. He has had sores on bis penis. 
He has now a plentiful display of the lichen 
syphilitica on the back and arms, and noc- 
turnal pains in his shin bones. He has not 
had a sore throat, nor has he taken mer 
cury. His eye has been inflamed for three 
days, and he suffers pain round the orbit. 
Vision is impaired ; the iris changed in co- 
lour and immoveable; pupil regular, con- 
junctiva inflamed, and the vessels of the 
sclerotica forming a pink net-work, which 
is especially dense round the margin of the 
cornea, forming a beautif.l zone, with a 
white inner ring immediately touching the 
periphery of the cornea. To have a drachm 
of the oil of turpentine three times a day. 

22. He makes water frequently, but with- 
out pain; his urine is high-coloured ; he 
had great pain in the eye last night, but is 
now quite free from it. The iris not so 
much aiscoloured; conjunctiva and sclero- 
tica in statu quo. Slight nausea produced by 
the med cine. 

23. The circum-orbital pain is as severe 
as at first, but the apparent inflammation is 
lessened, and the vision improved. He has 
acute pain in the glans penis during mictu- 
rition; his urine is bloody and turbid. The 
turpentine continued, and the IJnfusum 
Lini used ad libitum. - 

24. Pain round the orbit undiminished ; 
the iris becoming more irregular and of 
darker colour, and smail globules of lyinph 
are seen adhering to its margin. He has 


frequent calls to empty his bladder, the 
urine bloody, and micturition extremely 


MR. FOOTE ON THE OIL OF TURPENTINE IN IRITIS. 


in the hypogastrium, and extending also 
along the urethra to the glans penis. -To 
be cupped from the temple to ¢en ounces, 
and to continue the remedies. 

25. He would not be cupped nor would 
he take his medicine yesterday; neverthe- 
less he sees better to-day, and does not com- 
plain of any pain; the vascularity of the 
eye is diminished; the strangury continues 
severe. To take the turpentine. owe 

28. He had a purgative on the 26th; b 
has not taken his medicine regularly since 
the last report. He has, however, no pain 
in the eye, and the power of vision is per- 
fectly restored. The urinary con- 
tinue in a state of irritation; the eruption is 
paler. Belladonna to be dropped into the 
eye, and a purge to be given. . 

39. The strangury is better; the eye is 
free from pain, but the vascularity is not al- 
together removed. The iris has nearly re- 
gained its colonr, but is irregular. To re- 
commence the turpentine. 

The turpentine was used for some time 
with decided advantage; he again left it off 
too soon, and was obliged to resume it. 
When he was discharged, the redness had 
disappeared, the iris had regained its natu- 
ral colour, and the pupil was regular. 


Case 5.—William Anderson, xt. 37, ad- 
mitted Noy. 5, 1829, says that about a year 
ago, he had sores on his penis, and sup- 
purating buboes. for which he was salivated 
in the Winchester Hospital. About three 
months afterwards, a lichen came out on the 
arms, sometimes disappearing, though not 
entirely, and always reappearing before the 
lapse of a month. At present there are a 
few spots remaining on the arms, shoulders, 
and legs. He has had sore throat for the last 
three months, and for the last week the right 
eye has beeninflamed The iris is changed 
in colour, and irregular; it is much con- 
tracted, and does not obey the stimulus of 
light.. The iuflammation on the sclerotica 
aud adnata is intense, extending to the lids. 
Vision is nearly lost. He complains of great 
p in over the brow, and a sense of soreness 
im the eyeball, with profuse lachrymation. 
To have the usual dose of turpentine. 

7. The iris irreguiar and more changed in 
colour; anterior chamber rather cloudy ; 
had severe pain.in the brow during the 
night. (Has only taken two doses of his 
medicine yesterday and one to-day.) To 
be cupped to twelve ounces from the temple, 
and to go on with the turpentine. 

8. The cupping has removed the pain, 
and he thinks his vision is improved. The 
iris still contracted and irregular, and its 
colour not more natural. The sclerotic in- 
flammation relieved. He has had no nau- 
sea, but has great pain in the yard after 
making water; his bowels are constipated; 
has taken his medicine regularly ; to have 





painful, the pain dwelling; during the effort, 


asharp purge, To continue the turpentine. 











- = 


LreEeeS~=-ns -< “— 


ee ae a a a ee 


A @ a 6 se ob 








ling also 


enis. ~To 
2 ounces, 


or would 
1everthe- 
not com- 
y of the 
ontinues 


26th ; he 
rly since 
no pain 
| is per- 
ins con- 
uption is 
into the 


eye is 
3 not al- 
arly re- 

To re- 


ne time 
oft it off 
ume it. 
ess had 
3 natu- 


37, ad- 
a year 
d sup- 
livated 
| three 
on the 
gh not 
ore the 
e area 
ulders, 
he last 
e right 
anged 
2 con- 
‘lus of 
rotica 
e lids. 
great 
reness 
ation. 


zed in 
pudy ; 
g the 
i his 
| To 
mple, 


pain, 

The 
d its 
c in- 


nau- 
after 
ated; 
have 





To have belladonna instilled into the eye, 
and plenty of slosh (sermo Abernethianus) 
to drink. 

10. The pupil dilates a little, is rather 
irregular, the iris still slightly unnatural in 
colour; sclerotic inflammation nearly ex- 
tinct; he has no pain of eye or head; 
strangury; severe pain along the urethra; 
bladder irritable; urine bloody. To o:it 
the turpentine. To take a purgative dose. 
os to swig (iterum Abernethy) diluents at 
will. 

11. The iris has regained its proper hue, 
and the pupil is all but regular; vision much 
improved ; slight and lingering sclerotitis ; 
no pain; severe strangury prevents his 
sleeping, and his irritable bladder, impatient 
of the urine, compels him to rise every ten 


minutes; his body still bound. To be cup- | 


ped to twelve ounces on the perineum. 
Calomel, belladonna, and slops, to be had in 
requisition. 

12. He was cupped in the temple by mis- 
take; vision improved; strangury not im- 
proved. 

14. The iris again discoloured, and the 
pupil contracted; sclerotic inflammation 
high; his vision as much impaired as at 
first; strangury intolerable ; he has bloody 
and painful micturition every hour. To stick 
to the last-prescribed remedies. 

15. He is free from pain in the eye, and 
thinks his vision improved; the inflamma- 
tion of the sclerotic coat bas abated; the 
iris is still disccloured and the pupil con- 
tracted ; he has less pain in makiug water, 
and does not pass much blood. To perse- 
vere in his remedial regimen. 

17. He can see much better, and his eye 
feels stronger, and free from pain; stran- 
gury less severe. The belladonna and bar- 
ley-water still in vogue. 

19. The patient is nearly well. The iris 
has quite regained its natural colour, but 
he is directed to continue the use of the 
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THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, June 4, 1836. 


—__——- 





In pasing the “ Miscellaneous Estimates * 
in the House of Commons on Monday even- 
ing last, the sum of 49,180/. was voted to 
defray the charge of salaries and expenses 
of the Commissioners who have been ap- 
pointed to carry into execution the new 

Act for the better administration of the laws 
relating to the Poor in England and Wales, 





/and the sum of 15,6007. was voted as the 
|amount which would probably be required 
for maintaining the Penitentiary at Milbank. 

When the “Estimate” for these sums 
was brought before the House, a favour- 
able opportunity arose for discussing some 
of the arrangements which had been made 
by the Boards of Guardians and Poor-Law 
Commissioners, relative to the treatment 
|of the sick poor in the newly-established 





Unions. The opportunity was not lost, but 


| 
it is a curious fact, that among the whole 


| of the various morning newspapers which 
| have fallen under our notice, the Morning 
| Post is the only journal which has reported 

one word of the strong charges which were 
| urged on that occasion against the mode 
| of conducting the medical business of the 


Unions, or of the attempt which was made 





epee on account of the irregularity | to prove that the allegations were unfounded. 
of the pupil. F 
At the finishing of Mr. Foote’s paper, which | The sum, as has already boon stated, which 
was so thoroughly characteristic, that every | was asked for on Monday night to defray 
line indicated the author, a desultory conver- | the expenses of the Poor-Law Commission- 
sation ensued. The arguments were chiefly 
directed to the principle of the modus ope-| 
randi of the turpentine, but nothing novel | and it may be interesting to the profession, 


was elicited. Dr. Stoker of Dublin joined| _ ; 
in the conversation, and stated that he wef to the members of that body of learned 


ers and their agents, amounted to 49,180/., 





witnessed the original experiments of Mr 
Carmichael. He also said that Mr. C. had 
now abandoned the use of this therapeutic 
in consequence of its inconvenient effects 
on the bowels and urinary passages. 

At the conclusion of the conversazione, 
the aroma of Pekoe and of Mocha regaled 
the olfactories of the medico-botanical visi- 
tors, who were duly refreshed after their 
scientific travails, by exhilarating draughts 
of the elegant and delicious infusions of the 
Chinese leaf and Arabian berry. 


No. 666, 





and respectable Englishmen who have them- 
; selves to pay their share of this enormous 
sum of money—it may be interesting to 
those gentlemen who have been put to very 
| great expenses, and subjected to excessive 
fatigue of body, labour and anxiety of mind, 
|in order to acquire a knowledge of their 
professional duties,—it may be interesting 
|to some thousands of the members of a 
Y 
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profession which has been subjected to in- 
sult, contumely, gross persecution, and in- 
justice, I might say to reddery, under the 
new law,—to learn in what manner those 
persons who have been appointed to carry 
that law into effect, are themselves paid for 
their services, out of the public purse,—ob- 
serve, in many instances, for sitting pomp- 
ously in an easy chair during five or six 
hours of each day. 

Well, then, the Commissioners themselves 
have 2000/. a-year each; and the chief 
secretary has 1200/. a-year; and it may 
be safely alleged that the duties which de- 
volve upon these four functionaries, who 
are paid 7200/. per annum, are net of so 
laborious and anxious a character,,are not 


80 difficult of execution, as those which have 


to be performed by the medical officer of 


an Union in Oxfordshire, consisting of fif- 
teen parishes, towards whom is contemp- 
tuously flung the sum of seventy-eight 


pounds, fifteen shillings, for attending to 


‘ ; a ‘ | 
the sick poor of a population which amounts 


= 


to upwards of five thousand persons ir 
The following i 


account which was 


number. wing is a copy of the 


] 


4 


places 


those members of Parliament who were 
called upon to vote this sum of public money. 
On examining the items it will be seen that 


I 


for six days in the wee 


a messenger who is paid five shillings a day 


k, receives the same 
rate of allowance as a medical officer who 
undertakes the treatment of the sick poor 
in an union of parishes upwards of ten 
miles in diametrical extent, and contains 


more than five thousand inhabitants. 





Per Annum. 
3 Commiss‘oners, 20007. e: 6.000 00 
1 Secretary and 2 istar 
Secretaries ....... Wee 2,300 00 
21 Assistant Commissioners, 
Fae OREM. cc ccceces ---14,700 00 
Their Travelling and inciden- 
tal expenses (including 
clerks), 8002. each......16,800 0 0 
1 Migration Agent ........ 10 00 
A First Clerk .....ccccc.i0e 368 00 
4 Clerks of Correspondence 600 O90 
7 Clerks of Reference ...... 945 00 
5 Registering Clerks ...... 620 00 
5 Copying Clerks ....,..... 500 00 


in the hands of} 


3 Assistant Clerks.......... 315 00 
1 Dispatch and Sealing Clerk 130 00 
1 Office-keeper, at 5s. a day, 

or 30s. aweek .....-++ 91 50 
1 Housekeeper and 2 Messen- 

MUS coccccocccoccdetes Sean 
I Fire-lighter and Porter .. .. 62 80 
Extra Clerks, extra Circulars, 

extra Legal Assistance, 

and extra Expenses con- 

nected with Migration .. 2,600 00 
House Expenses .....--em« 500 00 


Additional Assistant-Comimis- 
sioners and Clerks ..... 2,264 006 





£49,180 30 


Are these payments founded upon a prin- 
ciple of justice? There may be too many 
Commissioners. There may be too many 
of the other functionaries. In the present 
state of the finances of the country, some per- 


sons may believe that as one Lord Chancel- 


lor is enough for the Court of Chancery, 
one Poor-law Commissioner might be suf- 





ficient in Somerset-house, and that a thou- 
sand or fifteen hundred pounds a-year would 
be sufficient to reward him for his services. 
Others may believe that the chief secretary 


would be amply paid if he had 6002. a-year 
for his services ; but with what face, with 
what show of justice, can commissioners, 
their assistants, and their secretaries, who 
are so generously rewarded out of the 


public funds of the country for their ser- 


vices,—with what show of justice, we re- 
peat, can these men insist on the perform- 


} ance of heavy, responsible, anxious duties 


| : ‘ 
| to them, in return, even the semblance of 


by medical practitioners, without conceding 


| an adequate pecuniary emolument ? 
In the grant for the Penitentiary, the 
| 

| sanguinary cruelty which characterizes the 


itr 
vl 


eatment of the sick paupers in the Unions 
? : . . 
is rendered most conspicuous. The Peni- 
| tentia 


six hundred prisoners, and all of them 


ry usually contains between five and 


| being subjected to the rules of the esta- 


blishment with respect to confinement, 


|eccupation, and diet, it may be readily 
accidents are 


believed that diseases and 
much less prevalent with individuals so 


situated, than among six hundred persons, 
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labourers for instance, who are exposed to 
the accidents arising out of their employ- 
ments and to the diseases which are 
consequent upon irregularities of climate, 
food, and work. On examining a “return” 
which has been presented to the House of 
Commons since the estimates for the Peni- 
tentiary were under consideration in the 
last session of Parliament, I find that the 
whole of the medical expenses of the Peni- 
tentiary within the last year, including a 
pension of one hundred pounds to one of the 
late surgeons, and salaries of fifty pounds a- 
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not to defray expenses which have been 
actually incurred, but the demand is made 
by the executive government on the public 
purse, for expenses which may arise between 
the Ist of April 1836 and the 31st of March 
1837. Further, it should be borne in mind, 
that the fund out of which this and all other 
payments are made for the maintenance of 
the institution of the state, are provided 
WHOLLY out of the labour of the worKING 
POPULATION Of this country! 

Do we complain of these allowances for 
the sick prisoners? By no means. We be- 





year each to the warders of the infirmary, | 
amounted to 1255/. Contrast this sum with 
that of 78/. 15s. for providing the sick poor 
of fifteen parishes, including a population 
of upwards of five thousand persons, with me- 
dicine and attendance for a whole year. Can 
we witness such a contrast without indig- | 
nation? Criminals are provided with medi- | 
cines and medical attendance at a charge | 
of two guiueas per head, while the poor in- 
dustrious labourer, who has never broken 
the laws of his country, has been guilty of 
no crime, and whose hours and days are 
characterized by habits of industry, is told 
that he may linger in agony, or perish, 
if there cannot be found some humane 
practitioner who will sacrifice his pecuniary 
and personal interests in order that he may 
attend the sufferer, or unless there can 
be jound some merciless adventurer, whose 
aim it is to make a speculation of the af- 
flictions of his fellow creatures. One of the 
charges in the estimate for the Penitentiary 
stands thus, “‘ Extras for Sick Prisoners ;” 
the whole establishment containing gene- 
tally under six hundred persons, all being 


! 
} 


sent there healthy, and all being restrained | : 


by one regular system of occupation and 

diet. The item is worthy of notice :— 

“ Extras for sick prisoners (wine, — 
tea, sugar, and fruit) .......+-+.++ 001.” | 
This is the estimate for the coming year, 

and in the charge for last year, fish was 


included as one of the “ extras.” It should 


be remembered, that this ebarge of 100/, is 





lieve that the demand does not exceed, and 
probably does not even equal, the wants of 


‘the sufferers and the claims of humanity. 


In the last session of Parliament, the editor 
of this journal, in his place in the House of 
Commons, contrasted the treatment of the 
sick in the Penitentiary with the treatment 
of the sick inthe Unions. The Secrerary 
or Strate for the Home Department pro- 
mised on that occasion to take the whole 
subject into his consideration, and make 
such alterations in the estimate as might be 


practicable. When Mr. Waxk.ey rose on 


| Monday night last to bring the subject 
! before the House, the noble Lord imme- 


diately intimated to him across the 
benches, that the alteration in the “ esti- 
mate,” “had been done,” “had been made,” 
“had been effected;” and, sure enough, 
on examining the items, it was found that 
poor Mr. Waits the pluralist, one of the 
surgeons of the Westminster Hospital, mem- 
ber of the Council of the College of Sur- 
geons, “consulting surgeon” of halfa dozen 
“ charities,” and idler of the Penitentiary, 
had been deprived of his salary of 3001. a 
year as nominal medical superintendent of 
the last-mentioned institution! It was cer- 
tainly stated in the House of Commons last 
year, that the office of Mr. Ware was 4 
sinecure, and that the three hundred pounds 


la year might be saved to the public purse 


without detriment to the public service; 
but it was particularly insisted, that inereas- 
ed emolument should be awarded to the ser- 
Y2 
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geons in the Poor Law-Unions. The sinecure 
is abolished, but the poor in the rural dis- 
tricts are still subjected to all the horrors of 
the system of last year. 


The Poor-Law Amendment Act is the 
pet measure of the present Parliament. It 
is equally popular with Whigs and Tories in 
the houses of the legislature. All relish 
hearing it praised, all feel indignant om hear- 
ing it condemned. That the Act contains some 
excellent provisions, cannot be denied, but 
it may be asserted with truth, that it was 
unconstitutional and impolitic to take from 
the people themselves, in their respective 
localities, the management of the funds 
which they themselves create and collect 
for the relief of the poor. It is a system of 
centralization which tends to despotism in 
@ country where the people are not freely 
and fully represented in the legislature ; 
and, strange as it may appear, even the in- 
famous practices relative to the medical 
contracts in the Unions, can find defenders 
in the House of Commons. The cuckoo cry 
was repeated on Monday night last, that 
“the Act was working well,” that “ the 
medical clubs were most advantageous ;” 
and it was even said, that “ the poor were 
never better protected than they were at 
that moment in the Unions!” Mr. Est- 
court, Sir Tuomas FreemMantie, and 
Mr. Govutsurn, were three of the most 
prominent advocates of the present system, 
and when Mr. Wak ey brought the case of 
the Stroud Union under the notice of the 
House, Mr. Estcovurr, member for the 
University of Oxford, bore testimony to the 
“ respectability” and the “humanity” of the 
Guardians of that Union,—insisted that the 
medical officers of the Union were allowed sa- 
laries, and alleged, further, that there was no 
@anection between the medical club, which 
Was an institution for independent labour- 
@s,—and the Board of Guardians. We shall 
xeinsert in this place the proclamation 
of the Stroud Guardians, which bears date 
s¢ late as the 13th of May, apd allow the 
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public to judge for themselves respetting 
the stipulations which it contains. 


“Srroup Unron.—Mepicat Cuvs. 


“1, Every person contributing regularly 
during health and sickness a small annual 
sum, shall be entitled to medical attendance, 
medicines, and appliances of every descrip- 
tion. 

“2. The terms of subscription shall be as 
follows :— 

For an individual maintaining himself 
or herself, 3s. a year. 
Fora man and his wife, 4s. a year. 

For each child of a family, if one be 
subscribed for all must, 6d. a year. 
For every person in the same family 

above the age of 16, 2s.a year. 

“ 3. Every married female belevging to 
the Medical Club shall be able to ensure 
medical attendance in any case of mid- 
wifery, by paying the sum of ten shillings 
seven days at least before she require such 
aid. 

“ Every contribution is to be paid quar- 
terly and in advance, namely, on the first 
Saturdays after March 25, June 25, Sept. 25, 

ec. 25. 

“The Board of Guardians for the Stroud 
Union will give no regular salaries to medi- 
cal officers, but they will contribute to the 
medical club for those persons whom they 
consider to be in such a state of poverty 
that they cannot make a provision for them- 
selves; and the names of those persons will 
be inserted in a list, to be called the ‘ Pau- 
per Schedule,’ copies of which will be de- 
posited with the overseers, and attached to 
the church-door in each parish. But it 
should be understood, that no able-bodied 
man, uor any persons capable of earning 
their own livelihood, will be placed upon the 
pauper schedule. 

‘*The Board of Guardians having come 
to an unanimous determination, that they will 
not, unless under very special circumstances, 
provide medical assistance for any persons 
whose names are not inserted in the Pauper 
Schedule—such persons are earnestly re- 
quested to take advantage of the means thus 
held out to them of providing for themselves 
in case of sickness; and-they will take no- 
tice, that, ifat any time they should apply to 
the Board of Guardians for medical attend- 
ance, the assistance then given to them will 
be a loan, which they will be required to re- 
pay as soon as they get well. 

“*.* Itis expected that all the medical 
gentlemen in the Stroud Union will form 
medical clubs; and those persons who join 
them before June 25, are not in any way re- 
stricted, but may subscribe to that medical 
gentleman they preter. 

“ Stroud, May 13, 1836.” 


The Board of Guardians, therefore, “ will 
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give no salaries to medical officers,” and the 
only terms on which they will subscribe to 
the “ pauper list,” are fully stated in this 
most disgusting, insolent, and scandalous do- 
‘cument. If the medical men of Stroud sub- 
mit to these conditions,—we say, #larishly, 
sycophantically, and basely submit to these 
odious proposals for establishing a medical 
club in Stroud, they will henceforth be 
known as the most degraded portion of the 
medical profession. But the thing is im- 
possible. They cannot bend their necks to 
the yoke of such a set of pettifogging 
despots. They cannot submit to such in- 
tolerable insults and coercion. Look at the 
announcement which follows the asterisks 
(*.*) in the concluding paragraph :—** It 
“is exprcrep that att the medical gen- 
“tlemen in the Stroud Union will form 
“ medical clubs, and those persons who join 
“ the clubs before June the 25th are not in 
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dians of the Strond Union ought to be 
brought before the House of Commons, and 
the best mode of accomplishing that object 
is by Petition, in some such form as the 
following :— 


“To the Hon. the Commons of Great 
Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assem- 
bled, the humble petition of (A. B.) of 
Borough of Stroud, in the county 
Gloucester, 

“ Showeth, That an ‘ Union’ has been 
established in that borough (or district, as 
the case may be) under the provisions of the 
Poor-Law Amendment Act, and the Board 
of Guardians who have been elected to 
manage the affairs of that Union have 
issued the following notice. 

(Here a copy of the whole of the proclar 
mation of the Board of Guardians should be 
inserted, and then may be added some such 
words as the following) :— 

“As your petitioner (or petitioners) 
firmly believes that the terms herein speci- 
fied for providing medicines and attendance 
for the sick poor, are altogether insufficient 
to furnish a proper provision for those ob- 








“any way restricted, but may subscribe to 
“ that medical gentleman whom they prefer.” 
“It is expected,” say the guardians, “ that 
“ all the medical gentlemen in the Stroud | 
“ Union will form medical clubs,” althongh 
it is evident that the bare announcement of | 
the expectation is tantamount to a command ! 

Having quoted the last, we now refer to 
the first aragraph, wherein it is stated that 
Sour shillings a year subscribed for a man) 
and his wife, and sixpence for each child in a} 
family under sixteen years of age, will en- 
title the subscribers to medical attendance, 
medicines, and appliances of every descrip- 








jects, and that the plan adopted by the 
Board of Guardians is wholly unjust in 


| principle, and calculated to inflict great 


suffering and misery on a large portion of 
the industrious and destitute population re- 
siding within the Union, he earnestly prays 
that the House will interpose its authority, 
and make such an alteration in the existing 
law as will provide effectually against the 
recurrence of the grievance of which he 
complains. 

“ And your petitioner will ever pray, &c.” 

A petition of this description would ena- 
ble us to bring the subject fully before the 
House of Commons; it would then be 
seen, in the first place, whether Mr. Esr- 
court, Mr. Goutsurn, Sir Taomas Free- 


tion; the six hundred prisoners of the Peni- | MANTLE, or any other advocate for the club 
tentiary costing the country at the same) System, would assert that the Board of 
time two guineas a head, and the sick’ Guardians for the Stroud Union do allow 
amongst them being allowed a hundred a Salaries to the medical officers; and, in the 
year for “ wine, brandy, tea, sugar, and | second place, whether a subscription of two 
fruit!” Curious also is the fact, that Stroud | shillings for an adult, and sixpence for a 
is the borough which the Secrerany or | child under sixteen years of age, will pro- 
Srare for the Home Department repre-| Vide all necessary medicines, medical at- 
sents in Parliament, and that by virtue of 
his office the affairs of the Penitentiary are 
placed entirely under that noble lord’s con- 
trol and management. 

The proclamation of the Board of Guar- 


tendance, and “appliances of every descrip- 
tion,” for those individuals for the space of 
an entire year. Assuredly there will be found 
one surgeon, or one non-medical philanthro- 
pist, in Stroud, who will cause such a peti- 
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tion.as this to be presented to the House 
of Commons. 

A When the advocates of the club system 
were asked in the House of Commons the 
other night, whether any one of them would 
propose to a veterinary surgeon that he 
should attend the hounds in their kennel for 
a payment made to him at the same rate of 
contract as the Board of Guardians, in the 
instance of the Stroud Union, have proposed 
should be the remuneration for furnishing 
medicines and attendance for children under 
16 years of age, there was not a member of 
the House who had brass enough to allege 
that he would be guilty either of the affront 
or the injustice. Aithough Mr. Esrcovrr 

and his companions justify the present 


system with respect to paupers, not one of 
them uttered the slightest complaint when 
more than fifty times the sum which was 
allowed for the medical care of the sick 
peupers in the Union, was demanded by the 


executive government towards providing for 
the care of the sick criminals in the Peni- 
tentiary; nor was the slightest obstacle 
offered by the same parties to the vote of a 
hundred pounds for “fish, wine, and fruit,” 
to the inmates of a prison. 

A few weeks since it was stated in this 
journal that it was evidently the object of 
the Poor-Law Commissioners to force medi- 
cal men into the adoption of “ medical 
clubs,” —to coerce them, in fact, into receiv- 
ing whatever terms might be proposed as a 
remuneration for the medical treatment of 
the sick poor. In Stroud we now see that 
the desire has broken out into ae/ual prac- 
tice. Willthe medical men of that borough 
submit.to the tyranny? In fact, if they do 
not unite as one man in resisting the auda- 
cious mandate of the Board of Guardians, 
they must expect to be despised and detested 
by nineteen-twentieths of the medical prac- 
titioners of this empire. From what has 
just taken place in Parliament, and from 
other indications, we feel no hesitation -in 
stating, that a determination exists on the 
part of certain authorities, to maintain one 
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of the two systems now in operation in the 
Unions,—either the coercive contract sys- 
tem, or the coercive clud system, and it will 
be utterly out of the power of any one, or 
any tweuty members of the House of Com- 
mons, to succeed in resisting the tyranny of 
the Poor-Law Commissioners, by making 
some alteration in the Poor-Law Amend- 
ment Act, unless a high-minded and deter- 
mined esprit du corps shall excite the great 
body of the medical profession to act with 
union, resolution, and energy, in restrict- 
ing these new and infamous encroachments 
on their interests, and the attacks which are 
directed against their professional indepen- 
dence. 


Since the foregoing article was written 
we have received the following document 
from Stroup, and we give insertion to it in 
this place with inexpressible pleasure. In 
the next Lancer we shall resume the sub- 
ject :— 

“We the undersigned members of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, and Licentiates 
of the Worshipful Company of Apothecaries, 
at a meeting held this day, May 31st, 1836, 
at Stroud, 

“ Resolve unanimously that we cannot 
but view with regret the conduct of those 
gentlemen who have so recently accepted 
the terms of remuneration, proposed by the 
Board of Guardians of the Stroup Untos, 
for professional attendance on the parochial 
paupers. We consider such an engagement 
as tending to degrade and lessen the dignity 
and respectability of the medical profession, 
and, in consequence, we feel compelled to 
adopt the painful resolution of refusing to 
co-operate with, or in any way render 
professional assistance to them, during the 
continuance of such a contract. 


Joun Humpace, Stroud. 

Daniet Situ, Minchinhampton. 
Epo.iens Anprewes Urrwa tt, Stroud. 
Joun Gare Hiewrer, Stroud. 

Rosert Wasusovrn, Stroud. 
Antuony Ho.srow, Stonehouse. 
Avrrep Gyoper, Painswick. 

Josern WoutEN, Painswick.’ 
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tion, 6 ; feet presentation, 7; the restunde- 
termined. Of the 512 head presentations, 


statements contained in the memorial of| we find 415 in the first position of the ver- 


Signor Veron1, which appeared at page 
315 of the last Lancet, reached us at so 
late an hour, that we must insert the docu- 
ment without remark on its contents this 
week. We can find room, however, to ask 
Mr. Benineoron if he will be pleased to fur- 
nish us with that important portion of evi- 
dence, a report of the medical treatment 
employed in the case of the unfortunate 
child? 





MEDICAL CORONER AT GREAT YARMOUTH. 
To the Editor of Tun Lancer. 


Sir: I forward to you this communica- 
tion, with an assurance that you will be gra- 
tified by the opportunity of promulgating 
the fact, that a medical man, who is per- 


tex; 81 in the second; 4 in the third; 2 in 
the fourth ; 1 transverse position of the head; 
2 presentations of the apex ; 2 of the face; 
4 times oblique position of the head. Com- 
pound presentations, i. ¢. presentation of a 
hand or arm, together with the head, were 
observed in twelve cases, especially in wo- 
men whose pelvis was capacious, These cases 
terminated without difficulty by the efforts 
of nature alone, although three times the 
umbilical chord was twisted round the child's 
neck. There were only two cases of twins, 
and the professor accounts for the small 
proportion of foot and breech presentations 
by the fact, that the great majority of the 
women Were pregnant ior the first or second 
time only. 

As to the period of gestation, 523 cases 
occurred at term; 40 before term; in 5, 
apparently the term of gestation was pros 
longed. 

Of the cases of abortion, the following 








fectly competent to fill the office of coroner, 
both as a legal and a medical functionary, 
has just been elected to that situation by the 
municipal council of Great Yarmouth. The 
contest lay between two medical men, Mr. 
Ferrier, who has been for some years amongst | 
us, maintaining a considerable professional | 
reputation, and Mr. Worship, a gentleman 
who has resided but a short time in the 
town. The result of the poll was— 





For Mr. Ferrier ....--- jooval ae 
For Mr. Worship «.....-+-. 14 
Majority for Mr. Ferrier, 14.—I am, Sir, 
your obedient servant, 
H. W. Mrapvows., 


Great Yarmouth, May 29, 1836. 


GERMAN JOURNALS. 
S- midt’s Yahrbiicher, 1835. B. vis. 1. 1-3. 
OBSTETRICS. 

Review of the Midwifery Insiitution at Stutt- 
gart, from 1828 fo 1833. By Dr. Exsas- 
SER, 

Tur number of patients received during the 

above period was 580, of whom only541 were 

deiivered in the institation. 
The number of natural births was 519; 
that of the artificial, 51. As to the position, 

we find:—Presentation of the head, 512; 


present some circumstances worthy of no- 
tice. 


Case 1.—In a woman pregnant for the 


| first time, who had suffered from leucor- 


rhea, the placenta came away immedi- 
ately after delivery; the child was com- 
pletely anasarcous, and died fifteen hours 
after birth. On examination, besides a 
watery infiltration of the cellular tissue, 
some serum was found effused in the tho- 
racic and abdominal cavities, the foramen 
ovale closed, and the ductus B9talli open. 


Case 2.—In another case of premature 
labour, in the thirty-second week, the chili, 
a female, weighing only two pounds twelve 
ounces, died in four hours after birth. The 
lungs contained a small quantity of air, 
presented no trace of crepitation; when 
compressed under water, furnished hardly 
any air bubbles, and did not float. 

In the five cases of prolonged gestation, 
the commemorative circumstances, and the 
development of the children, made it pro- 
bable that the period had been prolonged 
from 290 to 300 days. 

The duration of iabour was on an average 
six hours. Nine cases of precipitate labour 
occurred, viz., labour where the different 
periods were confounded into one, and the 
child expelled with a few pains immediately 
after the rupture of the membranes. Seve- 
ral labours were, on the contrary, protracted 
in primiparous women, through atony of the 
uterus, or spasmodic contraction. In the 
first cases, gently stimulating remedies were 
quickly beneficial; in the second, cooling 
and antispasmodic means. Another course 





of protracted labour, which sometimes pre- 
sented itself in cases of head-presentation, 
was an increased thickness and toughness 





oblique presentation, 9; breech presenta- 
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of the membranes. In one case the mem- 
branes gave way, and the waters were dis- 
charged four weeks before labour com- 
menced. Twisting of the umbilical chord 
round some part of the body occurred in 
one out of 39 cases,—more frequently in 
women who had borne several children, and 
where the quantity of waters was consider- 
able. 

The number of artificial labours, as we 
have remarked, was 51,—turning 11 times, 
the forceps used in 32. 

The general size of the placenta, as Stein 


| Icterus neonatorum is probably a disease 
_of development occurring in the transition 
from foetal life to independent existence, 
and belongs, like other developmentary 
symptoms ata later period, such as denti- 
tion, puberty, &c., to the physiological 
change that takes place in infants in the 
functions of the liver. The treatment em- 
ployed was confined to the use of tepid- 
baths to favour the absorption of the bilious 
matter diffused through the subcutaneous 
| celtular tissue. Gentle laxatives, such as an 
injection of lukewarm water, with a weak 


has already pointed out, was to that of the | infusion of chamomile, &e., were only em- 
infant about one to six. Not a single case| ployed in rare cases, where the icterus 
of placenta previa or lateralis presented | seemed connected with retention of the 
itself,—a circumstance in accordance with | meconium. Aphthe were principally treated 
the observation of Outregont, who says that | with a view to correcting any disturbance 
he never saw a placenta previa in a primi-| of the digestive process, and improving the 


parous female, and only once in a woman 
who was at her second pregnancy. In 11 
eases the placenta presented an abnormal 
appearance. In one it contained four or 


five tubercular bodies of the size of a nut, | 


resembling the mammary sarcoma of Aber- 
nethy. Similar tubercles as large as beans 


were found on the fwtal surface of another | 


placenta, otherwise quite normal. - In an- 
other case the external edge was changed 
into a kind of cartilage, and once the union 
between the placenta and uterus was so in- 
timate as to require the assistance of art to 
separate it. The uterine surface was covered 
with a number of whitish, thick, hard, bony 
spots, which in the substance assumed the 
appearance of grains of sand. In one case 
the umbilical chord was divided into 
branches nearly four inches long, which 
were inserted separately into the placenta. 

The number of children born in the esta- 
blishment was 572,—281 boys, 291 girls. It 
is the custom in most of the midwifery in- 
étitutions in Germany to keep a careful 
register of the weight and length of each 
child: the following were the average re- 
sults obtained upon these two points, after 
a considerable number of observations :— 
Mean weight 6 pounds 134 ounces; mean 
length 16.8inches. The mean pulsation of 
the navel-string immediately. after birth, 
from 21 observations, was 144.33 in the 
minute ; the mean pulse for the first week, 
from 16 observations, was 123.00; from 8 
to 14 days, 17 observations, it was 133.41; 
within the first 2] days, 19 observations, it 
was 132.95. The average pulse of girls was 
less quick than that of boys by 5.85 beats in 
the minute. The above results are quite at 
variance with those obtained by M. Billiard, 
and almost equally at variance with the ob- 
servations of Baron and Vogel. 

One of the most frequent discases which 
attacked the new-born children was icterus. 
On an average wwo-fifths of them were thus 
affected, The predisposing causes seemed 
‘to be, insufficient clothing, unwholezomme air, 
neglect, and retention of the meconium. 


nutrition. Thus, when the mother’s milk 
| seemed insufficient, a mixture of equal parts 
, of cow's milk and barley-water was subeti- 
tuted with the best effects. The local treat. 

ment consisted, when the case was mild, in 
| simply cleaning the mouth with a rag dip- 
| ped in fresh water; in more severe cases 
the buccal cavity was sprinkled two or three 
times a day with finely-powdered sugar, or a 
compound made with two ounces of quince 
pulp, one ounce of honey of roses, and one 
scruple of borax. 

Ophthalmia neonatorum occurred in 47 
boys, and 45 girls. In the greater number 
of cases it was mild, and seemed to depend 
on some atmospheric influence. It com- 
monly appeared between the fitth and ninth 
days after birth, ina sudden manner, towards 
evening, and during icterus, or soon after 
that disease. Only six cases were attended 
with very severe inflammation; of these, 
three were cured; two children lost one 
eye, and one child both eyes. 

This oplithalmia is an infla:znmation of the 
sebaceous glands of the eyelid, supervening 
either in conjunction with icterus, or pro- 
duced by contagion from the mother. In 
the first case it is generally mild, and re- 
quires little or no treatment beyond clean- 
liness. The more severe cases were treated 
during the first period with laxatives, as 
manna, rhubarb, calomel, and with cold fo- 
mentations ; leeches were not found useful. 
In the second period, stimulant washes, small 
blisters to the head, collyria with zinc, and 
corrosive sublimate united to opium ; some- 
times a solution of chlorine, four grains to 
the ounce, was used with advantage. In 
order to diminish the danger of contagicn, 
| when the mother was affected with a viru- 
jlent discharge, an injection with chlorine 

was thrown up the vagina before delivery, 
and the child’s face, during labour, washed 
| With a-similar lotion. This precaution had 
| the desired effect. 
| Four boys and nine girls were seized with 





‘trismas, and all died: two boys and two 
| girls died with the symptoms of apoplexy : 
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in one of the boys the aorta and pulmonary 
artery were found united in one branch, 
with perforation of the septum ventricu- 
lorum. 

Endurcissement of the cellular tissue in its 
acute form (erysipelatous) occurred im three 
cases of premature birth. 
died on the 5th day; the girl on the 17th. 
Aromatic baths, fresh air, .great cleanli- 
ness, excellent milk, &c., had no effect in 
arresting it. On examining the bodies, the 
cerebral vessels were found much congested 
with sanguineous extravasation and etfusion 
of serum at the base of the brain; the spi- 
nal marrow presented similar appearances. 
The cellular tissue was extremely hard, and 
contained a saffron-looking fluid, which 
coagulated on the application of heat. 

In two cases of congenital hydrocele, a 
cure was obtained in six weeks by friction, 
with the unguentum nervinum. The con- 


genital malformations observed were, irre- 
gular insertion of the frenum lingua, hare- 
lip, spina bifida, club-foot, hypospadias, and 
unions of the fingers or toes together. 


Heidelberg. Klin. Annalen, b. 10, 1. 3, s. 431. 
C B3AREAN OPERATIONS. 

In this number we have a*case in which 
the Cwsarean operation was performed on a 
living woman, and is compared with another, 
performed shortly after death, by Dr. Cart 
Revrer. The cases occurred one shortly 
after the other in the practice of Dr. Reuter. 


Case 1.—The subject of the first case 
was a woran 33 years of age, four feet two 
inches in height, but well made, of good 
constitution, and enjoying good health. 
The pelvis, however, was evidently deformed 
by rickets, and the promontory projected so 
far into the cavity that the entero-posterior 
diameter of the inlet was reduced to two 
inches, while it was at the same tiise so de- 
pressed, that when the point of the index- 
finger lay on it, the third phalanx was still 
outside the external genital parts. Natural 
delivery was thus impossible. From the 
3rd to the 1) th of January, 1821, the waters 
came away with slight pains. From the 
lith to the 12th the pains became more 
strong, and on the 13th the os uteri was di- 
lated one and a half inches, and the motions 
of the child could now be distinctly felt. It 
was thought unadvisable to defer the ope- 
ration any longer, «ad it was accordingly 
undertaken on the 13th. 

An incision was made, commenc’ng two 
inches above the umbilicus and extended 
within one and a half inches of the sym- 
physis pubis, at about a quarter of an inch 
on the right side of the linea alha; this in- 
cision of the integuments gave rise to little 
or no hemorrhage, and a few coils of iutes- 


The two boys) 


tine that escaped were soon replaced. The 
incision of the uterus extended to four and 
a quarter inches in length, and here also 
the hemorrhage was slight. The extraction 
of the child, which presented the back, was 
the only difficult part of the operation, but 
this was soon done, and the placenta re- 
moved. The umbilical chord was twisted 
several times round the child’s neck, who 
was born in a state of asphyxia, but soon 
| brought to life by the usual means. The 
edges of the wound were now brought to- 
gether and kept in apposition by a bandage. 

Up to this period the patient seemed 
doing very well, but as soon as the bandage 
was applied she was scized with vomiting, 
which continued without interruption up to 
the 18th. The vomiting was accompanied 
by thirst, acceleration of the pulse, anxiety 
of the countenance, and tenderness of the 
abdomen. Leeches were repeatedly applied 
to the abdomen, gentle laxative clysters, 
with anodynes and the potio Riverii, were 
given without any advantage. An attempt 
was made to induce the child to suckle, bug 
he refused taking the breast. The lochial 
discharge did not seem altered. On the 
18th the suppuration from the wound be- 
came arrested, the fever augmented, the 
countenance became discomposed, and the 
patient died on the 20th, the eighth day 
|after the operation. The child continues to 
| live, and is now quite strong and healthy. 


Autopsy.—Abdomen fully developed ; the 
edges of the wound do not seem inflamed ; 
none of the sutures have come away; the 
epiploon brown, the surface of the intes- 
tines more or less inflamed, and lined with 
a layer of pus, where they are contiguous to 
}one another. A few convolutions present 
| @ gangrenous appearance, like the epiploon. 
| This was particularly the case on the right 

side, where a dark-brown fluid was extrava- 
| sated in some quantity. The uterus lay 
|completely above the inlet of the pelvis, 
jand appeared moderately contracted ; mea- 
| sured five inches in length, by three and a 
quarter in breadth. The lower part of the 
| wound ‘was open for about half an inch, but 
| the rest quite united. The pelvis examined 
| by Professor Naegele was evidently deform- 
ed by rickets, compressed from before back- 
wards, and contracted in all its diameters. 
Cut'off below the third lumbar vertebra, it 
weighed eleven ounces and a half. 








Case ?.—A woman, thirty-one years of 
age, now nearly at the end of her fifth preg- 
nancy, had been pregnant four times, and 
gave birth to her children without any acci- 
dent. Six weeks after the birth of the last 
infant she was seized with uterine hemor- 
rhage, which, however, was attended with 
no dangerous conseqnences.. On the 16th 
of November, the woman was found lying 
dead in her room, without any one being 
able to account for her sudden decease. The 
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author was immediately sent for, and as 
there was no appearance of life, he pro- 
ceeded, with all the precautions necessary in 
a similar case, to perform the Czsarean ope- 
ration. During the mother’s life, the child’s 
motions had been distinctly felt, and e mid- 
wife assured him she had felt it move half an 
hour before the accident to the mother. The 
os uteri was completely closed, and the ab- 
domen, with the uterus, supple, though dis- 
tended. The external incision was made in 
the linea alba, one inch below the umbilicus, 
and continued downwards without any diffi- 
culty ; it was not equally easy to divide the 
uterus, from its want of solidity, but when in- 
cised, such a rush of blood took place from 
its veins as to fill the whole cavity of the 
abdomen, and interrupt the operation for 
some time; on opening the membranes, a 
great quantity of fluid also escaped into the 
abdominal cavity. The child, a full-formed 
girl, was extracted without difficulty, but 
was dead. 

The circumstances of the latter case give 
occasion to some reflections on the author's 
part, touching the difference of the Cwsa- 
rean operation on dead and living women, 
and its inutility in the latter case. If it be 
difficult to determine whether or not the 
operation is necessary in a given case on 
the living subject, this is still more difficult 
on the dead one. Inthe first place we have 
no certain proofs of the mother being dead 
and ‘he child being alive.; In the next place, 
were the operation undertaken on a subject 
apparently dead, even with all the precau- 
tions usually employed on a living patient, 
it would probably be mortal from the great 
hemorrhage which takes place from the 
uterine veins. When the operation is per- 
formed during life, the uterus is firm, re- 
sisting, and a clean even cut may be made 
through its parietes ; the contraction, which 
supervenes immediately the child is extract- 
ed, is one of the best and most sure means 
of arresting the bleeding. This is quite dif- 
ferent in a person apparently dead; the 
uterus is flaccid, and rolls under the knife; 
when divided we have no contraction of its 
tissue, but the veins continue to pour out 
blood until the whole system is emptied. 





CLINIQUE OF THE BERLIN UNIVERSITY. 


Under the head of “ Review of the Royal 
Policlinical Institution of the University of 
Berlin,” for the years 1810, 1811, &c., to 
the end of the year 1834, the following 
review of the Berlin University Clinique, by 


. e,2 Jatachim 
| Febris a dentitione214 Petechia .... 








CSAREAN OPERATION.—BERLIN MEDICAL STATISTICS. 

its director, Professor Ossax, is given, as 
presenting results of twenty-four years ac- 
cumulation, and forms a most valuable table 


of medical statistics. We transcribe it from 
the Journal der Praktischen Heilkunde 
(Practical Medicine), as a document from 
which a variety of interesting conclusions 
may be drawn. 

The total number of patients received 
into the institution from the years 1810 to 
1834, was 24.524; of these, 17.025 were 
cured; 731 died. The remaining patients 
were either transferred into other establish- 
ments, or continued in the institution when 
this review was drawn up. On arranging 
the patients under a certain number of af- 
fections, we find the following tabular re- 
sults :— 


Ist. Fever. 37 


Intermittent fe- 


[Urticaria .«...+e 
\Zona ...+-+0++ ° 
493 Pemphigus -..- 8 
99 Variola, &c. ..+- 
Aphthz....... - 32 
. 412 Scabies .. : 
Synocha 294 Herpes, psoriasis, 
Synochus and Ty- _ porrsge 
“ 995 Crusta lactea .. 


phus ......- - =o 
Febris verminosa 272 Tinea capitis... 


Gastric fever.... 5 
Rheumatic and 
catarrhal ... 


eeeeee 
“+eeee 


2430! 1852 
\4. Diseases of the Ner- 
vous System. 
Cardialgia...... 491 


2n1, Jaflammations. 
Pneumonia and 





pleurisy. cocee DAS Colica ...ece. . 348 
Angina wteeeee - 416 Cephalea ...... 59 
Laryngitis and Prosopaigia .... 14 

tracheitis .... 94 Vertigo ......-. 119 
Pericarditis .... }¢ Apoplexia’...... 83 
Encephalitis.... 68 Paralysis eS 
Otitis. . see *-+  6/Tabes nervosa .. 170 
Glossitis te eeee ‘\_— dorsalis .. 132 
Gastritis .-..-- 6Melancholia.... 19 
Hepatitis ...... 46\Delirium tremens 91 
Splenitis ...... 2\Catalepsia...... 10 
Enteritis ...... 54 Epilepsia ...... 264 
Peritonitis metri- i as 70 

TIS eeeeeenees 22/Tetanus.... wa'se, ae 
. 2/Hysteria - | 
Mastitis. -++  4/Tussis convalsiva 400 
Nephi 1s sees ee 1 Dyseecia, copho- 
Oophoritis..... ~~ pee wewen ae 
Cystitis ....... “ie : 
Erysipelas...... 92) 3900 


Rheumat. acutus 125} 

Plethora, congesti 126.5. Chronie Affections 
of the Respiratory 
Apparatus. 


apmenegll 
2034! 

| . 

. ’ \Catarrhus chroni- 
3. Cutaneous Diseases. ous 500 


Morbilli, rubeola 458 Phthisis pujmon. 
Scarlatina...-.. 19)| laryn.et tracheal. 816 
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Rsochitis ranudo bal 8. Hydropes. |Contracture.... 30)I nduratio Glond. 

chronica...... Hydrops ascites 159 | Caput obstipam 9\Meib......-..++ 29 
Hemoptz ...... 193 vd atin 3y | Contusiones .... 16\Hypopion...... 42 
Asthma ........ 354) ydrothorax... 55 | Atresia, stricture 54/Staphyloma .... 45 
Cyanosis ...... "| Hydrocephalas.. 135} Furuncali...... 9] Dacryaclenalgia 1 
Palpitatio cordis 93! tiydrops univer- | Panalitium «-++ 175,Dacryocystalgia 20 


Hypertrophiacor- {| wi .. 102| Pistule ........ 52|\Dacryocystitis 23 
GB 09:05 > -ence AL Hydrarthus .... 3 | Scirrhus, cancer 62Symblepharon.. 1 
Aneurysma aorte 1 Hydrops pericardii 4|Noma......--.. 9)Pterygium...... 20 
———l —- ovarii 3| Caries ........ 72,Polypusconjunct. 2 

| ‘ 


2092) ——.| Polypi ....... - 52Synizesis ...... 
509; Varas, volgus ..  6|Atroph.bulbioculi 2 


6. Diseases of the Di-| | Carcinoma oculi 5 
gestive Organs, &c. (9. Arthritis— Rheu-| 13. Diseases of the lipdrophthelmos 16 








Gastrosis ...... 455) matismus. Lye. Pamaus ..cacsee 8 
Icterus .....-.- 63 Arthritis ...... 215) Cgilops ......  3)Synchesis...... 1 
Diarrbaa ...... 453 Rheumat. chroni- | Chalazion, hor- jCataracta ...... 150 
Cholera ceases + 101 CUS..++++---- 413) deolum ...... 88 Prolapsus iridis 9 
Vomitus chroni- a Ischias ........ 69 | Leucoma, macu- jStrabismus .... 23 
CUS..+-+-++++ 77\Lumbago.....- 71) le cornee.... 482)Dyplopia ...... 6 
Hematemesis .. 46 Plica p lonica a Ophthalmia ....1609)Amblyopia .... 341 
Hxmorrhoides ple- metast. artlri- | Ulceracornee .. 172\Nystagmus .... 1 
thora abdomina- Pree Pa ° [Se . 24)Hemeralopia.... 3 
lis . tetteees . 239) ——)Epiphora ...... g4)Amaurosis ..... 93 
Lumbrici, ascari- adh 772/Vulnera _palpe- |Blepharo blenor- ; 
des bo cbéweed m 346 10. Serofula—Rachi- | _brarum seeeee Bd) rhea ....+... 79 
a pee reese 24d) tis. | Blepharoptosis. . Siyeseoes ——. A 
abes abdomina- S : .| Blepharospasmus 17/Gsdema palpeb, 32 
Scrophulosis.... 52: I I A ; 
Bet Pe 22 Rach iulosis 538 Trichiasis...... 33 Ecchymosis.... 59 
Gastro malacia.. Oem a - meee oo Soe Entropium .... 42/5arcoma ...... 2 
Infaretus ...... 222 ine = as rene te ~~ | Ectropium .... 34/Glaucoma... --» 34 
Ds sphagia... | Cox Aindeohact * 9» | Fistula lachry- Lippitudo senilis 13 
Cancer ventri- ms he pia pee Biss tawe as 23 390% 
euli , ce [gAtrophia ...... 178 | mal = 3903 
Hypertrop. indu- } ee) ae > €- 
} 999 | 


rat. hepatis .. 27) 
mF, vinis 20:1], Syphilitic & Scor- 
Phthisis hepatica 2) lode { 
— renalis .. " . 
Lienteria ...... 
‘luxus cecliacus 


THE CONCOURS IN DUBLIN. 
Jections. ge 
y Syphilis ...... 342] To the Editor of Tat Lancer. 
3/Hydrargyrosis. ° Sm: Having always found in your 
____ |Stomacace ..... 17/ journal an able advocate of the cause of re- 
2359 Morbus hxemor- form, the carrying of which into effect I 
rhagius Werth. 20/|deem a matter of the utmost importance to 
7. Diseases of the Ge-'Marasmus...... 22 lsuch students in medicine and surgery as 
nito-Urinary Appa-| | have not had the good fortune of being the 
ratus. 408 | offspring of some of those sage monopolists 
12. Surgical Dis- }of the day, whose love of consanguinity is 


? 
=e 
Zi 





Hemorrhagia u- | only equalled by their desire for place, I am 
Rath. coc de 4S 177) — | induce d to trouble your readers with a 
Menstruatioparea, (Ulcers ........117) statement of a simple fact, which in my 
irregularia, &c. 219 Tumours ...... 54° | mind speaks volumes in favour of the prin- 


Fluor albus .... 194 Angiectasia .... 19 | ciple of the concours. 

Chlorosis ...... 21 Ecchymosis.... 3] The truth is that it is only within the last 

Stranguaria, dy- Avehylosis .... 49} few months that the question of medical re- 
suria, ischuria 60)Perniones...... 102) form was at all understood by the medical 

Hematuria .... 1]/Combustiones .. 65] students of this country. I must in justice 





Lithiosis ...... 22'Hernia ....... - 182) add that, next to the Editor of Tue Lancet, 
Enuresis ...¢:.. I7|Nevi.......... 4 it is to Mr. Ellis, of the Peter-street school, 
Diabetes ...... 22)Labium Lepori- | that we are indebted (and most ardently do 


° 
o 


Blenor. urethr 60; mum .......-. ; we thank both) for our present insight into 
—— vesice ..  26/Kyphosis ...... 78 | this very important and to us vital subject. 


Graviditus extra- |Exostoses ...... 62| Mr. Ellis and his colleagues are not merely 
uterina ...... Fracture ...... 25 | reformers in speaking and writing; but they 
Carcinoma uteri’ 4/Prolapsvs ..... - 14] have on a recent occasion afforded, at a pe- 


—/Fungus ........ 39|}euniary sacrifice, by their acts, a practical 
834)Luxationes-.... 26) illustration of the sincerity upon which 
i 
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their theory is founded. Previous to the] Well, now, the plan has been begun at a 
commencement of the last medical session | school of note. The principle of concours 
in Dublin, it was formally announced in the |)... peen adopted in a trial of skill and com. 
prospectus of the Peter-street school, that | medical students. Whi 
“ Public Examinations would be held, and | Pete°cy among medical st we ich 
Prize Medals awarded tothe best answerers | School in these kingdoms will be the first to 
in Anatomy, Physiology, and Surgery, at the | put to the concours a “class” or a professor- 
conclusion of the course.” Well, the ter-|ship? The London University is strong 
— of the course came, murda f of pub- | enotigh now to adopt the concours. King’s 
ic trial was announced ; attendance from | ,, . , 

all the schools in Dublin was immense, and College would accomplish, by resorting bed 
the candidates for professional fame ap-|*his plan, in three months what in six 
peared in the arena of scientific conflict.| years it has failed to accomplish by other 
The gentleman selected for the conducting | means. Why does not Mr. Grainger set 
of this examination, Mr. Tagert, was quite ;the example in Webb-street, and award to 
unconnected with the school, and conse- | merit what is at present sold for money? 
quently perfectly disinterested as tothe re-|. | 

sult. - His clearness and perspicuity as an | King’s College, deserted at once by three 
exathiner, his urbanity of manner as a gen-! professors, might before next October, by 
tleman, ‘and his impartiality as a judge, resorting to the concours to fill the vacant 
were sach as to obtain for him universal) chairs, be placed in the highest rank of 
approbation. To make the matter short, | British medical schools. Yet every kind of 


e answering of the candidates was such p ?> oe 
Wescute p Soak surprise and admiration. | contrivance is adopted to raise its fame and 
At the conclusion of this scientific treat, | increase the attendant classes, rather than 
which lasted for two days, an English gen-|that very simple, candid, and indepen- 
Weman from Yorkshire, named Thompson, | dent course which alone can effect the de- 
and a Mr. Collum, from the North of Ire-| 504 object, and which must, at last, be fol- 


land, were declared to be the victors, and, as | = . nay 
a just tribute to their industry, talents, and lowed i“. the medical school. Which estab- 
acquirements, they were awarded two gold lishment will acquire for itself the honour of 


medals with suitable inscriptions. This trial | setting the voluntary example ? 


of the concours appeared to me to win 
golden opinions both by its adoption and its 
mode of execution. Indeed, I believe that 
the present numerical strength of the Peter- 
street school, 2s a summer class, is the 
best commentary tliat could be made on the 
popularity of medical reform in Ireland; 
and if 1 be not much mistaken, the profes- 
sors in the other medical schools in Dublin, 
must in their own defence follow the landa- 
ble example which has been placed before 
them for imitation by their enterprising 
contemporaries in Peter-street. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 

Aw Eve Witness. 
Dublin, May 24th, 1836. 


*,* The event described in this letter is 
calculated to afford much satisfaction to 
every friend of improvement in medica edu- 
cation, and we again hold it up for adoption 
in our public schools of medicine. Every 
other mode of awarding prizes to students 
savours of farce and borders on imposition, 
and we predict that the present plan, com- 
mencing in mystery and secrecy, and ending 
in unsatisfactory display, discreditable puff- 
ery, and the acquirement of real honour by 


no one, will, first or last, give place to the; 


competition of candidates for prizes by 
concours. 





WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC 
HOSPITAL. 


ANNIVERSARY DINNER, MDCCCXXXVI. 


It is a common practice among chari- 
| table institutions which are supported by 
voluntary contributions, to have ennual 
dinners. The purpose is twofold. The os- 
tensible and praiseworthy object of such 
“ gatherings” is to bring a great number of 
people together, to elevate their spirits by a 
liberal use of the juice of the grape, and to 
excite feelings of benevolence towards the 
sick poor, by well-directed speeches, and 
thus to induce those individuals to contri- 
bute to the funds of the institution, who, in 
their sober moments, turn a deaf ear to the 
solicitations of the afflicted. Bat in our 
medical institutions or hospitals, the more 
prominent object of public dinners has al- 
ways been to use them as vehicles for 
putting the medical officers of the respec- 
tive establishinents. And hence it is that 
a Curtis and a Farrer, or our old and es- 
teemed friend Gurnrie, is in the front 
ranks of professional feasters. 

According to established custom, the an- 
nual dinner of the Westminster Ophthalmic 
Institution took place at Willis’s Rooms, 
St. James's. Many of our readers must re- 





collect the history of this Blind Manufac- 
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OF THE WESTMINSTER BLIND MANUFACTORY. 


tory, an appellation which arose from the 
eppalling fact which Mr. Gurarie an- 
nounced with so much candour in his ad- 
mirable phiet “ On the Certainty and 
Safety with which the Operation for ex- 
tracting the Cataract from the Human Eye 
may be performed.” He therein stated, 
that a man must have destroyed a hatful 
of eyes before he could be an “ oculist!” 
Now, whatever may have have been the 
difficulties which Mr. G. had to overcome 
in performing operations on the eye, when 
he first undertook the management of the 
eye hospital, we beg to repudiate the charge 











of such atrocious bungling as applicable to 
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Macgregor, on purpose to destroy the 
ephemeral reputation of an insolent, osten- 
tatious, and unprincipled charlatan, who at 
that time had under his care, through the 
influence of Lord Palmerston, “all the 
blind in the army,” and though at the same 
time his lordship (Lord. L.) was perfectly 
aware that he (Mr.G.) had possessed no 
previous opportunities of studying diseases 
of the eye, far less of operating on them, 
yet he was convinced that aday would come 
when such an institution would, by dint of 
the experience derived from destroying 
“hatfuls of eyes,” become useful. The first 
great objectof the institution was ultimately 


all surgeons. Indeed, it may be asserted, | accomplished ;an Ophthalmic Military Hos- 
that in the mechanism of operations, the | pital, which had been built at an enormous 
young surgeon generally shows just as| public expenditure, for the reception of all 
much adroitness as an old one, It must,! blind soldiers, was rendered useless, and the 
however, be recollected, that Mr. Gururis | late Sir William Adams, with all his drops 
did not begin to operate on the eye until he | and black ointments, was dismissed from the 
had passed a good way beyond the meridian | service, and in proportion to the rapidity 
of life. This, from that want of pliability in with which Lord Palmerston’s Hospital 
the fingers, and the coarseness of manipu- | tumbled down, this noble Institution rose in 


lation which are natural to the aged, were | 


likely to cause an operator to experience 
difficulties not easily to be surmounted. 
These difficulties he did not, indeed, seem 
to have surmounted, when our intelligent 
correspondent, “ Acres,” accepted of Mr. 
Gururie’s invitation, and witnessed those 
unsuccessful operations, and that empirical 
system of treatment of the diseases of the 
eve, which called forth his severe but just 
animadversions. 


The Marquis of BreapaLnane presided 
at the dinner, supported on the right by 
Lord Lyxepoca and Lord Cote, on his left 
by Sir Jonn Swineurne, Bart., Georce 
Byrne, Esq., and Col. Woop, M.P., and 
flanked by Sir James MacGrecor, chief of 
the medical staff of the army, and Sir W. 
Pym, superintendent of public quarantine, 
and all the humbler officers of the army 
whose attendance could be commanded. 
But a very few pupils and dependants of 
Mr. Gururis, could be induced to come. 


Numerous and appropriate toasts were 
given, and among others, “ The health of 


public estimation. It was but justice to Sir 
James Macgregor, to state that the worthy 
Knight never allowed any opportunity to 
escape of promoting its well-being, and 
while he thus fostered in his generous bo- 
som a true Christian feeling of charity, he 
fondly nursed the interests of his excellent 
friend Mr. Guthrie, and, much to Sir James's 
credit be it said before this respectable 
meeting, Sir James took every opportunity 
of sending soldiers of the British army to 
be practised on by his surgical e/evé, and thus 
was the able Director General, consistently 
with the good of the public service, enabled 
materially to promote a private end. It was 
indeed gratifying when a highly honourable 
and virtuous mind possessed the means of 
promoting at once the interests of a private 
friend, and materially advancing the public 
weal. (Great cheering.) But this institution 
was not limited in its acts of charity to their 
brave companions in war. On the contrary, 
its blessings were extended to the whole 





community of the metropolis; and he had 
jmuch gratification in stating that, during 
|the few years of its existence which had 
/ elapsed, there had been received within its 





Lord Lynepocu,” that brave veteran, who | walls (he would not venture to say cwred) no 
had himself had his sight restored by an ope- | less than twenty-seven thousand patients. 
ration, and who had, during all the difficulties |So at least he had been assured by the be- 
and vicissitudes which took place in the for- | nevolent medical officers of the charity. 
mation of the institution, been one of its| (Great and continued cheering.) Most of 
chief supporters, being still, however, blind | the present company were aware that a few 
enough to be prevented from seeing through years ago he himself was afflicted with a 
the veil of “ charity,” which hung before | blindness, and that, aided by Mr. Alexander 
the machinery of “ puffery” within. On | and Divine Providence, he had been restored 
his health having been drunk with three | to sight after undergoing an operation under 
times three, the dextrous hands of the former. He was 
fully aware that many friends who were 
kindly interested in his welfare, thought it 
strange that on that eventful occasion he 
did not place himself under the care of Mr. 
Guthrie, since he (Lord L.) bad himself 


Lord Lyneroocu rose, He felt entire satis- 
faction at the prosperous state of the charity. 
it was originally established by Mr. Guth- 
zie, with the kind and able aid of Sir James 
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been the chief founder of the present insti- | ting a chivalrous young friend to stand fire 
tution. (Hear, hear.) His answer had al-j|for him. (@rect applause.) It, therefore,: 
ways been to that question, that he was | now afforded him very high gratification to 
not, perhaps, an impartial judge of the | see matters settled as they were at present, 


merits of Mr. Guthrie, having known the 
result of his first operations, which had | 
made an impression upon him which he 
had never been able to efface, and having 
also read in the preface of Mr. G.’s able 
pamphlet, on the extraction of the cata-| 
ract, that, according to an ancient professor 
of the ers oculistica, “a man must spoil a 
hatful of eyes; that is to say, he must} 
blind as many people, before he could learn 
to extract a cataract well,” a statement 
which he (Mr. G.) did not deny, but said, 
on the contrary, “he believed to be true.” | 
These considerations having induced him 
to relinquish all notions of employing Mr. 
Guthrie, he certainly had no reason to} 
regret his determination of placing himself 
in the hands of Alexander, and he had now | 
the happiness of publicly stating that by | 
the kind assistance of that able oculist, he 
could, with the glasses which he then wore, 
see throngh as thick a deal board as most 
people. (Universal cheering and laughter.) 
Sir Joun Swinnunnt, chairman of the | 
committee of the Royal Ophthalmic Hospi- | 
tal (to whom the pamphlet was dedicated), | 
rose to return thanks for his health having | 
been drunk ina bumper. Having lost one 


} 


eye himself, and been obliged to wear a} 
patch over it, he could enter warmly into 
the feelings and sentiments of the gallant 
General who, having so eloquently ad- 


dressed the meeting, had just sat down. | 
(Hear.) The prosperous state of the charity | 
afforded him the most hearticlt consola- | 
tion. He took an interest in it soon after 
its birth, and contributed all in his power to 
rear the infant into manhood, and now that 
it had grown up to maturity he would almost | 
venture to say, were it not detracting from | 
the merits of others, that it was his own 
child. (Cheers and laughter.) Its progress, 
however, could not be supposed to hav 
been mattended with difficuities. Th 
ritable feelings of the English nation were | 
easily roused, but the interests of individuals | 
were often so jarring that no small nicety | 
was required to adjust them properly, and | 
harmonize the whole. He felt that he was | 
not saying too much in declaring that his 
efforts were, on this occasion, particularly 
snecessful. When Mr. Guthrie thought it 
would be for his own interests, and more 
consistent with his future views, to have no} 
other medical officer of supposed character 
and distinction attached to the institution, | 


» cha- |} 


and the blind crowding to the institution 
from all parts of the known world. (Great 
cheering.) We begged leave, before resum- 
ing his seat, to propose “The health of the 
Director-General of the Army Medical De- 
partment, Sir James Macgregor.” 

Sir James, on his health being drank, 
returned thanks, and took the liberty of es- 
pecially thanking his gallant friend, Lord 
Lynedoch, for the flattering and honourable 
expressions which he had used towards him. 
He would not dispute with the worthy 
baronet who had just sat down, the parent- 


| age of this institution, at the same time he 


was proud to say, that though perhaps it 
was not absolutely begotten by him, yet 
that he had often suckled the infant, and 
rocked the cradle in which it was reared 
hear, hear); and it now afforded him great 
consolation to reflect that (as had already 
been flatteringly and candidly observed by 
his Lordship), while he was performing acts 
of charity to the public and duties to the 
military service of his country, he was also 
not forgetful of the interests of his private 
friends, his high position affording him nu- 
merous opportanities not only of recom- 
mending private patients to Mr. Guthrie, 
but also of referring to Mr. Guthrie all 
officers who required *‘ sick certificates ” for 
we of absence. (Applause and exclama- 
tions Iie had also the consolation to think 
that his active co-operation with the worthy 
baronet, Sir John Swinburne, in removing 
the physician of the institution, was of the 
service to their friend Mr. G. 
(Hear, hear.) He should also take the op- 
portunity of remarking, that while he had 
the greatest pleasure, in common with all 
the company, in witnessing the presence of 
the noble and gallant General who had been 
such a father to this institution, with his 
sicht perfectly restored. He regretted that 
such a successfal operation bad not fallen to 
the good luck of the surgeon of this institu- 
tion, notwithstanding his incautious, though 
candid acknowledgment respecting the de- 
struction of ahatful of eyes. Before sitting 
down, he would propose “ The health of Mr. 
yeorge James Guthrie, the surgeon of the 
Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital.” 

Mr. Gurerte returned thanks. This 
day was one of the prondest of his life. It 
restored to his recollection some of his hap- 
piest moments. (Great cheering.) However 
much the institution was indebted to him 


greatest 


but desired to employ only those who were | himself, it would not be modest in him to 
completely under his control, the difficult | omit the name of Sir James Macgregor as 
task of getting quit of the physician to the) its founder, its patron, its benefactor, its 
hospital chiefly devolved upon him (Sir J.| protector. (Appleuse.) He begged to return 
8.) (surprise), and on that occasion matters} his most sincere thanks to the gallant Lord, 
went to such extremities that Mr. Guthrie| for the handsome manner in which his Lord- 
was under the imperative necessity of get-|ship had noticed his professional talents: 
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But he regretted exceedingly that the 
paragra ing the eyes had produced 
the very opposite effect in that quarter’ to 
what heintended. He had, in reality, meant 
the public to understand, as they might see 
by referring to the first page of the book, 
that it was necessary to destroy a hatful of 

es, if the operators only followed those 
directions which were at that time given 
by others for the extraction of cataract. The 
object of his pamphlet, plenty of copies of 
which might still be purchased from Mr. 
Sams of St. James's-street, was to convince 
the public that he (Mr. G.) had devised a 
new mode of operating, which rendered it 
quite unnecessary to do that which every 
other operator must do, namely, destroy a 
hatful of eyes before learning to perform the 
operation of cataract properly. He regret- 
ted, incidentally, that the charitable pur- 
pose with which he had printed that pam- 
phlet was not fulfilled. It was his inten- 
tion to devote all the profits of the work to} 
the funds of the Ophthalmic Hospital, but 
he thought it only justice to himself to get 
the committlee of the hospital to pay the 
expenses of printing, and incur the other} 
risks of its publication, for whatever the 
merits of a work, there was always a risk | 
in publishing, and few authors, as he well! 
knew from experience, ever got their ex-| 
penses paid. (Swrprise.) He was sorry to} 
find, from an inspection of Mr. Sams’s ac-}| 
count by the auditors, that the institution | 
was somewhat minus in the balance shect, 
which was a proof, however, of the correct-| 
ness of his views on the subject. Indeed 
such was the expense of printing books, | 
that he had been obliged to have recourse to 
the expedient of merely advertising a book 
to appear, taking d—d good care, like an! 
old campaigner, not to go to press with the 
work. (Cheers and much iaighter.) He 
begged permission, before sitting down, to 
say one word about the list of patients, and | 
the mode in which the books of the insti-| 
tution had been kept, as it is proper that} 
benefactors and friends should know the 
precise truth on poiuts with which the pub-| 
lichad no concern. The gallant Lord in bis} 
emphatic harangue had stated that upwards | 
of twenty-seven thousand patients had been 
cured (no, no, no), admitted he meant to say | 
(cheers), since this hospital was first set 
a-going. This was the published statement. 
but the fact was, that although of late years 
they had endeavoured to be rather more 
particular, yet in the early days of its insti- 
tution they did take liberties with the *‘ Re- 
gister” for the best of purposes, not enter- 
ing absolutely sham names, but re-entering 
a dozen times, when proper, the same name, 
(Marks of surprise drowned with cheers.) 

Sir Wittiam Py next rose, but the up- 
roar prevented us from gathering from his 
speech anything more than the fragments 








of an apology for making his appearance 
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on such an occasion, and very soon after- 
wards the meeting broke up, the visitors 
getting to rest at an early hour. 





REPLY OF 


MR. BENINGTON TO THE CHARGES 
OF SIGNOR VERONI. 

Mr. BentnctTon begs to forward to the 
Editor of Tar Lancer a reply to the Memo- 
rial of Signor Veroni, and requests its in- 
sertion in the next week's publication. 

Christ's Hospital, Hertford, 

June 1, 1836. 


REPLY TO THE CHARGES OF SIGNOR 
VERONI. 


At a general court held at Christ's Hospi- 
fal on the 6th of May, a governor asked 
leave to present a memorial from Signor 
Veroni relative to the conduct of the sur- 
geon during the fatal illness ‘of his son in 
the Hertford department of the institution. 
The Court ruled that publicity should not 
be given to an ex-parte statement, affecting 
the character of their medical officer, and 
ordered that the memorial should be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Almoners to 
inguire into the allegations it contained, and 
to report the result at the next meeting. In 
this manner the Governors would at once 
be put in possession of the complaint of the 
memorialist, the grounds upon which it 
rested, and the defence of the accused. Ac- 
cordingly on the 13th of May I attended the 
Committee, and in my presence Mr. Veroni 
read his memorial. The Court have now to 
receive from the Committee an account of 
the charges contained therein. In Tue 
Lancer of last week, however, Mr. V eroni 
has published a document, purporting to be 
an exact copy of his memorial, dated May 
ith, but which bears scarcely any resem- 
blance to the memorial read by him in my 
presence ; the principal charges, more espe- 
cially those affecting my moral character, 
being altogether omitted. 

Before replying to the statements in the 
published copy, I feel bound to state the 
charges advanced in the memorial read be- 
fore the Committee. * * * (See end of letter.) 

With respect to the published copy of the 
memorial, I admit that I did refuse to per- 
mit a child who had not during his illness 
been suffered to leave his bed-room, to be 
exposed to the open air in very inclement 
weather. 

I did, as the memorial truly states, advise 
Mr. Veroni not to see his child on the even- 
ing of the 15th, when he arrived at Hert- 
ford; and 1 didrecommend him tocome again 
at nine the following day. But Mr. Veroni 
on his oath before the Coroner swore di- 
rectly contrary to the first of these state- 
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ments ; and in his memorial before the Com-|the interview, than the expression of my 
mittee he contradicted both, as I have just opinion that consistently with the proper re. 
shown. On the Saturday (16th) 1 repeated gard to the child’s safety it could not take 
the advice which Mr. Veroni here admits to! place; and that on this representation Mr. 
have been given him on the previous even- | Veroni consented to be guided by my advice, 
ing, and it was again adopted. I made no|and that he voluntarily abstained from see. 
promise to admit the father in the evening) ing the child. The critical state in which 








to see the child. 


| the boy had become placed through bis ill- 


One impression that the statements in the | ness, was not concealed by me, but at the 
memorial are calculated to produce, is that | same time I had no reason to believe but 


during the employment of the most active 


measures, and whilst the disease was mak- 
ing fatal progress, I continued to report to 
the father that the child was doing well, and 
that I maintained this deception until death, 
placed it beyond the power of the father to 
communicate with his child. The evidence 
proves that no measures of this kind were 


resorted to after the arrival of the father at} 


Hertford : that on Saturday the inflamma- 
tion seemed nearly subdued, that he was 
considered better, and to be improving dur- 
ing the day; that he stated at 4 p.m. that 
he was better, but that he was hungry; that 
there was some sinking about twenty mi- 
nutes before 6, and that he rallied from this 
through the attentions of the nurse; that 
about six o'clock he was taking nourish- 
ment, and expressed a relish for it, that a fit 
of coughing came on, and that he fell back 
and died. The medical witness who ap- 
peared in behalf of Mr. Veroni, deposed 
that he found considerable marks of inflam- 
mation of the lungs having existed: that 
the left ventricle of the heart was consider- 
ably thickened; that the bag of the heart 
contained an unusual quantity of fluid ; that 
the windpipe was obstructed by an accumu- 
lation of fluid, and that he believed, from the 
quantity and suddenness of its collection, 
the child had not power at the moment to 
relieve the windpipe ; and that this was the 
cause of his sudden death. 

The coroner's inquest proves that my 
visits to the child were frequent; that I 
visited him during the night as well as in 
the day. I can also prove that I saw the 
child after one o'clock on the night preced- 
ing his death, and again on the Saturday 
morning by half past ten o'clock. 

The evidence on the inquest closed with | 


that through attention and proper manage- 
ment his life would be preserved. His death, 
which was a momentary occurrence, was 
not preceded by signs of approaching disso- 
lution ; and hadI been aware at the moment 
that his father was in attendance, it would 
have been of no avail to have summoned 
| him. 
Rozert Beninoton. 
Christ's Hospital, Hertford, 
June Ist, 1836. 

*,° Since the notice of this letter at page 343 was 

Printed, want of space has compelled us to omit that 
portion of tee document which filled the interval 
following the asterisks iu paragraph the secund, It 
is secondary in importance. This omission was es- 
sential to the publication of the material part of the 
reply this week. The paragraphs omitted shali ap- 
| pear in the meat Lancer. 
| 
| Dr. Morr:—To the Editor. Sir: As a 
| lover of freedom, where truth is the basis, 
|1 beg leave to state that that highly re- 
| spectable gentleman, Dr. Valentine Mott, 
whose name is so uncourteously men- 
tioned by the general practitioner ia 
; your last number, sailed from this country 
| more than a fortnight ago, and he has there- 
|fore no opportunity of even seeing the 
; charge brought against him. For the in- 
formation of general readers, although I do 
not feel sure that Dr. Mott might consider 
| such a letter entitled to a reply (whatever 
abhorrence he may have in common with 
the medical profession in this country of 
| quacks and quackery), | will thank you to 
|imsert a notice of this fact.—I am, Sir, 
| yours &c. 


} 








Aw ENGLISHMAN. 


*,* Can our correspondent in his love of 








the statements made by the medical witness, | “truth,” aa well as “ freedom,” inform us 
who appeared on the behalf of Mr. Veroni.| whether Dr. Mott is justly inculpated by 
The jury returned a verdict of “ Natural | the statement contained in tie letter of “A 
Death.” And they further declared that in General Practitioner?” 
their opinion, the medical treatment was | —— — 
correct and proper; that the deceased re- | (From a Correspondent.)—Mr. Richard 
ceived kindness and attention from ail per- Birtwhistle, senior assistant -surgeon of 
sons connected with the hospital; and the) 1 ays. Caledonia, flag-ship on the Medi- 
foreman added that the jury regretted that} pas-anean station, has been promoted to the 
the medical attendant did not ailow the) janx of full surge 
: . . geon. 

father of the deceased to see his son before | 
his death on the Saturday. - 

This, although delivered with, was not in-| The post-mortem examination of the 
tended by, the jury to forma part of the|“ contemporary of Moses,” and the con- 
verdict. 1 have only to repeat my declara- cours for the house surgeonship at the 
tion that I opposed no further obstacle to North-London Hospital, next week. 

















